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WHO'S WHO 

EDWARD F. GARESCHE, S.J., is spiritual director 
of the Religious Congregation known as Daughters 
of Mary, Health of the Sick. He is also President 
of the Catholic Medical Mission Board. For more 
than twenty-five years, Father Garesché has been 
a stimulating force in spiritual, charitable and so- 
cial apostolates. His survey of the decline in Re- 
ligious vocations is one of the most significant 
revelations we have published in some time... . 
JOHN LAFARGE, our Associate Editor, is rightly 
disturbed by the brazen effrontery of the propa- 
gandists engaged in the birth-control racket... . 
LUDMILA RKLITSKY was born in Petrograd in 
the year of the Bolshevik Revolution. Until last 
year, she was a dancer in the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. She now lectures on the menace of Com- 
munism. ... WILLIAM J. McGARRY, S.J., editor 
of the quarterly, Theological Studies, offers a pre- 
view of a most interesting speculation: Could 
it have been that the birth of Christ coincided 
with Good Friday? ... PAUL L. BLAKELY again 
clarifies the question of strikes among govern- 
mental employes. ... JOHN ABBOT CLARKE is a 
professor of English at Michigan State College. . . . 
RAYMOND A. GRADY has become a grand favor- 
ite among our readers. Flash: he became a Port- 
lander Mainean. . . . THE POETS are this week 
sensitive to the emotions of the sacred season. Wil- 
liam A. Donaghy is a student of theology; Albert 
J. Hebert, Jr., is of New Orleans; S. M. Paul is at- 
tached to the staff of Rosary College, Ill.; Katherine 
Brégy is one of our leading American poets, and 
Violet Clifton, of England, has made notable con- 
tributions in prose and poetry. 
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COMMENT 











SNEAKING over on the American people, under 
a rosy-tinted smoke-screen of patriotic emotion, a 
doctrine that is essentially and immutably immoral 
is an underhand and despicable trick. This is pre- 
cisely what the birth controllers, alias Planned 
Parenthooders, are doing. Their doctrine cannot 
stand on its own feet; so they get a lift from the 
band-wagon of democracy. So cleverly have these 
shrewd souls geared their present program to the 
present emergency that the metropolitan news- 
papers have opened their hitherto reputable col- 
umns to full-page ads on Birth Control, very prob- 
ably with the fceling that it is thereby helping 
prepare the nation. The Planned Parenthood group 


is engaged in a campaign to raise $625,000 for the . 


spread of contraceptive information, especially 
among the poor. Now, it takes no prophet to pre- 
dict that they will be successful. The money will 
be raised, the ads will continue, clinics will spread, 
legislation will be passed to legalize what God for- 
bids. All this wil! come about unless millions are 
made available to fight them with the same mod- 
ern methods. The constant preaching of the moral 
basis is not enough; we need publicity, pictures, 
ads, pamphlets. We need to flood the country with 
the truth. Above all do we need to flood the Army 
and Navy camps with this truth, for those young 
men will be the strong fathers of the future, and 
Planned Parenthood is going to be preached, subtly 
or openly, by word or print, to the trainees. We 
avoid scare-headlines and we hate jitters, but 
actually there is no type large enough for us to 
use to impress on the Catholics of this nation that 
this menace to our civilization is fast becoming bet- 
ter organized and hence more of a threat. We can- 
not stand by and see souls denied even the chance 
for Heaven, just because the camp followers of a 
great ideal, democracy, are successful in using that 
appeal to collect their millions. We must match 
their millions. The Communist party can still fill 
Madison Square Garden with 18,000 people, at an 
admission fee of from 33 cents to $1.10, to cele- 
brate the birthday of their chairman, and the 
Planned Parenthooders could do the same for Mar- 
garet Sanger. Cannot we rally, too, with even great- 
er spirit, for God’s cause against the race killers? 


ALL-OUT war against the spread of this and other 
anti-Christian, anti-American doctrines in the 
camps is being carried on by the chaplains. The 
trainees are young, impressionable, and under 
military life it is easy to be swept along with the 
mass. Our Catholic men among them must be pre- 
pared before the highly organized immoralists can 
get at them. The chaplains are doing a man-sized 
job in this. Witness, as a sample, a little card, Ad- 
vice to Catholic Recruits, distributed at Fort An- 
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drews, Massachusetts. It runs partly as follows: 


Be a good soldier. You can serve your country best 
by being true to God and to yourself. . . . Seek out 
the Catholic chaplain at the first opportunity. Make 
him your confidant and adviser. ... Find your friends 
at the Communion rail. ... Primary requisites of the 
military are discipline and respect for authority. The 
practical Catholic has a high regard for both. Other 
things being equal, he should make the better sol- 
dier. . . .Obey commands promptly and with good 
will. . . . Seek wholesome amusements in recreation 
hours. . . . Improve yourself by study and reading. 
... Keep out of the “joints” and “honky-tonk” amuse- 
ment establishments. ... Carry a medal and a ros- 
ary. Get down on your knees beside your bunk and 
say your prayers. ... Give good example as a Cath- 
olic gentleman. . .. Write home frequently. . . . Offer 
your sacrifices every day in union with the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. .. . Look upon your period of train- 
ing as a special opportunity God has given you to 
strengthen your body and your character. ... Enter 
the Army clean! Come home clean! God bless you! 
That is sane and American and Catholic. Men who 
give that advice and men who follow it are doing 
more for democracy than all the Planned Parent- 
hooders in creation, with all their slush funds. But 
the birth-control propaganda, Red propaganda and 
the rest must be kept away from our Catholics, in 
the camps and in the country, and the best way 
to keep it away is to get the jump on them. In 
morals, as in war, the best defense is a strong 


offence. 


SOME frankly undemocratic countries are being 
clothed in democracy’s halo. As democracy’s con- 
vinced and unrepentant devotees, we hold that its 
cause is being grievously weakened, not helped, by 
such confusion. Greece, for instance, is allied with 
the democracies. Greek soldiers are fighting gal- 
lantly on their behalf. Their tremendous courage 
and perseverance under terrific odds wins our un- 
qualified admiration. Greece is not and has not been 
a totalitarian nation in the proper sense of the 
word. It has not undertaken to deify its Govern- 
ment or its rulers. It is a Christian country, and 
the strongest political power in the nation is the 
schismatic, but popular Orthodox Church, which 
worships, organizes and educates in entire freedom. 
Nevertheless, the Kingdom of Greece is not and has 
not been a democracy. Nobody, we imagine, in the 
Greece of Pericles or Thucydides would have ap- 
plied the word democracy, people’s rule, to the dic- 
tatorship of Premier John Metaxas. It would have 
been called, not necessarily in disparagement, but 
most correctly, a despotism, the rule of a despotes 
cr political master. Test of democratic freedom is 
respect for the rights of religious minorities. No 
such respect was shown in Greece in recent times. 
The freedom enjoyed by the Orthodox majority 
was denied to the Catholic minority. These were 











placed under the severest restrictions by the Gov- 
ernmental decree against “proselytism” of August 
15, 1938, and by the additional laws of September 
2 in, the same year. The Serbians, too, are a brave 

independent people. The democracies aided in 
the formation of the post-War Kingdom of the 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. But it is stretching the 
term democracy very, very far to make it apply to 
the present Kingdom of Jugoslavia. The Balkans 
welcome no Hitlers; but they make life weary for 
parliaments. Let us not spoil democracy by decep- 


tive tags. 


ALL of us breathe a little easier now, since tne 
Dionne quints were appointed honorary members 
of the Royal Canadian Navy. It is nice for the 
Dionnes, since their sailor suits bear now an official 
character; and it is nice for the Navy. Pages of 
history, after careful search, reveal that none of 
the numberless defeated navies of the world ever 
contained quintuplets among its honorary mem- 
bers. If no quint-provided navy has been van- 
quished in the past, let us not be pessimistic and 
assume this will happen in the future. The United 
States Navy is not fortunate enough to enrol just 
this type of midshipman. We are still adhering to 
the conventional sex and age limit. Nevertheless, 
if our navy (and army) chaplains can command a 
few spare pennies to spend on the young men’s 
welfare, to purchase reading matter for them, reli- 
gious instruction, recreation, it may prove a more 
substantial guarantee of defense than even associa- 
tion with the inimitable quints. 


WAR, which makes hell on earth, is strangely kind 
to some corners of our human nature. It gives 
women, for instance, something to do with their 
hands—women who do not work with their hands, 
women who wish to work but have nothing to work 
for or work with; women who are home-bodies and 
charitable minded. It provides them with marvel- 
ous skeins of multi-colored yarns; a scheme, an 
organization, an immediate job in which they can 
take part together; can be social and charitable 
and industrious, all three. We say “provides” all 
this, for the misfortune felt in our modern life is 
the absence of such opportunity for Catholic wom- 
en, particularly in the cities, who have a bit of the 
world’s goods, who are concerned about their duty 
to their neighbor, who meditate with honest intent 
upon Saint Elizabeth of Hungary and the two Saint 
Bridgets or Saint Frances of Rome. They can al- 
ways find tasks, of course, in raising money for 
numberless urgent, imperatively good causes; this 
they do, with astonishing energy and efficacy. But 
none the less they sigh for a more immediate out- 
let; to make something for somebody, with their 
own craft, their own personal touch. 


STAND-PATTER, reactionary, conservatives are 
words often used to slay those who have principles 
to which they stick. The truth is often a bitter 
draft, and lots of people do not like it, and those 





who do proclaim it are bound to be against many 
things. But that is not a negative policy; it is not 
being against things for the sake of being against, 
but for the sake of the truth that is on the other 
side. Hence, we are glad when those who do not 
see eye to eye with us in all things come out in 
support of principles we have been maintaining, not 
because this vindicates us, but because it is another 
voice raised for the truth. Speaking in the inter- 
mission of the New York Philharmonic broadcast 
on March 23, Deems Taylor, the consultant on mu- 
sic for the Columbia Broadcasting System and an 
eminent composer and critic, dwelt at length on a 
point to which AMERICA has been calling attention 
for years. Mr. Taylor was discussing the differences 
between classic and “modern” music, and while 
conceding many of the good things the moderns 
have given us, he was forced to admit that most 
of today’s music (good music, not boogie-woogie 
and swing) leaves him utterly confused and be- 
wildered, just as the composers themselves are that 
way. AMERICA’S contention has been wider—that 
there is confusion and bewilderment in most of 
modern life—in literature, in art, in philosophy, in 
religion. That would be carping if the story ended 
there. It does not: remedies are insisted on. They 
are not far to seek. They lie in Catholic education, 
Catholic philosophy, Catholic social principles—in 
a word—in Catholic truth. The life that Christ 
came to give abundantly was not only a future life, 
but this one too. 


WHILE a sixty-to-eighty-mile physical wind was 
whipping large sections of the nation, bringing a 
toll of death and destruction, another wind—the 
war wind—picked up momentum and threatened to 
blow the country into the holocaust abroad. Fol- 
lowing passage of the Lease-Lend bill, a report sped 
out of London via Washington to American citizens 
asserting there was a German submarine off the 
United States coast. Anti-war Senators character- 
ized the report as a trick to stimulate war psychol- 
ogy and lessen opposition to the convoying of 
British merchantmen by the United States Navy. 
The Committee to Defend America by Aiding the 
Allies, widely regarded as a trial-balloon facility 
of the Administration, issued a statement calling 
for such convoying and for legislation permitting 
the British to recruit men in the United States. 
Retorting, the America First Committee inquired: 
“Is this not a perfect example of how the Ameri- 
can people are being deceived into one step after 
another? The committee which only three months 
ago declared it was opposed to convoying because 
that meant war is now demanding it.” And with 
regard to British recruiting here, the America First 
Committee asserted that Winston Churchill, in 
1914, after urging that plenty of Americans be 
enlisted in the British forces, declared: “Nothing 
will bring America in on our side quicker than some 
American blood spilled in Europe.” The physical 
wind attained tremendous force and fury despite 
the opposition of the people. It appears that this 
cannot abate the war wind either. 
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THREE Archbishops and seventeen Bishops of 
Catholic dioceses in the United States signed a 
statement supporting the plan of Herbert Hoover 
for relief of famine conditions among the small 
European democracies. The list was headed by 
William Cardinal O’Connell, Archbishop of Boston, 
and included Archbishop McNicholas of Cincinnati 
and Archbishop Floersch of Louisville. Conditions 
set by Mr. Hoover’s committee, the statement 
points out, 
specifically provide that none of the food, directly 
or indirectly, shall reach or benefit Germany. As 
long as this condition is maintained we cannot see 
why such a humanitarian and Christian proposal 
should be rejected. . . . With the Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XII, we believe that we can desire nothing more 


in such a convulsion of things than to help the bodies 
and raise the spirits of the innocent victims of war. 


CHARITY in our day has “lost its vital signifi- 
cance,” said Archbishop Cantwell of Los Angeles 
in an appeal for the Bishops’ Relief Committee on 
March 23. “It is for us,” he said, “to redeem the 
past and re-establish the significance of Christlike 
charity. We must keep reminding ourselves of this 
supreme, but alas forgotten, truth that we are 
members of the Body of Christ, whose life is the 
life of everyone.” And “if billions can be spent for 
armaments,” said the Archbishop, “surely millions 
can be spent for bread.” 


WASHINGTON follows Mississippi (see last week) 
in the procession of States which look to the “need 
and not the creed” of their children. The right of 
private and parochial school pupils to ride in school 
buses paid for by the taxpayers has just been given 
the sanction of statutory law by the Washington 
State Legislature. The Legislature, beside empha- 
sizing the State’s duty to provide opportunity and 
adequate facility for every child to obtain an edu- 
cation, noted that “it is also of vital importance to 
minimize traffic hazards to which children of school 
age are subjected upon roads and highways.” 


OHIO’S Attorney General, Thomas J. Herbert, has 
recently ruled that Boards of Education in that 
State may permit religious instruction to be given 
in public-school rooms one hour a week to chil- 
dren, when their absence from classes does not in- 
jure their school standing. In New Jersey, 400,000 
men and women have affixed their signatures to a 
petition urging the passage of the Scott Bill allow- 
ing parochial-school children to ride in public- 
school buses in rural and suburban sections of the 
State. 


CATHOLIC pharmacists in England are drawing 
attention of the Catholic press in that country to 
the birth-control racket which, in the words of the 
London Catholic Herald, “is disgracing the country, 
injuring the health of the nation and encouraging 
a limitation of births so widespread that it consti- 
tutes race suicide.” Contraceptives there are ex- 
empt from sales tax, since they are classified as 
surgical goods, which are exempt. But baby requi- 
sites are taxed. According to James Manuel, phar- 
macist of forty years standing and late secretary 
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of the Catholic Pharmaceutical Guild, “far more 
harm is being done by chemists [druggists] than 
clinics, because there are more of the former.” 


HAILED on every side was the agreement reached 
by the Painting and Decorating Contractors of 
America, 6,000 strong, and the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers, an A. F. of 
L. union with 125,000 members. Expected to effect 
contracts for $500,000,000, the agreement is de- 
scribed as the first national compact barring 
strikes and lockouts on defense jobs. It is said to 
be the first national labor agreement of its kind to 
be consummated. It was reached without Govern- 
ment prompting; and it does not outlaw disputes; 
but provides practical and successive steps for set- 
tling them without resort to strikes or lockouts. 
Planner of and responsible for the agreement is the 
president of the employers’ group, a Catholic mem- 
ber of a Catholic decorating firm: Michael W. Mc- 
Carthy. 


AFFECTIONATE memories linger in California of 
the indefatigably zealous Rev. John Crowley, “the 
Padre of the Desert,’”’ who covered more than 300 
miles by auto each Sunday, attending to his mis- 
sions. A cross as a tribute to Father Crowley now 
stands on Highway 395 near Freeman Junction, 
Calif., near where he died in an auto accident on 
St. Patrick’s Day last year. The cross was erected 
by local C.C.C. boys. Its blessing was attended by 
500 residents of Inyo and Mono counties, living in 
and near Death Valley. 


FOR the second time, prominent leaders of the 
clergy and laity in the South will meet, this time 
at the Tutwiler Hotel in Birmingham, Ala., to dis- 
cuss Southern problems and their practical solution. 
The Catholic Committee of the South will meet 
there April 20, 21 and 22. The meeting will coin- 
cide with a regional meeting of the National Cath- 
olic Rural Life Conference, a convention of Dioce- 
san Superintendents of Schools, and a conference 
on the Negro Apostolate. 


FORMER students of Jesuit Colleges in the United 
States, Canada and Central America received Holy 
Communion in 300 localities on March 24 to cele- 
brate the four-hundredth anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Society of Jesus. Introducing a series of 
nation-wide broadcasts given from the four corners 
of the country on this occasion, Thomas J. Ross, of 
the firm of Ivy Lee and Ross, observed: 

Ignatius’ secret was a profound study of and medi- 
tation on the personality of Christ and the dignity 
and destiny of man. The need then was the same as 
it is today for a sound and rounded rphilusophy of 
human values. Battles raged then as they do now 
about concepts of humanity. Ignatius looked upon 
the new world order of his time as his successors 
are looking upon the new world order today and 
adapting the unchangeable principles of right and 
wrong to the needs of modern society. 

Mingled with festive joy on the occasion was the 
grief that all far-flung Religious communities ex- 
perience over the sufferings and uncertainties of 
their brethren in other lands. 











FEWER GIRLS BECOME NUNS: 
AN INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES 


EDWARD F. GARESCHE, S.J. 











FOR son. time past a striking fact has been 
brought to the attention of the writer. Whereas 
the communities of Religious men are, for the most 
part, receiving a good supply of novices, many 
communities for women are anxiously lcoking 
about for means to increase the number of voca- 
tions. I thought it well, therefore, to address a per- 
sonal letter to a list of Mothers General and 
Mothers Provincial throughout the country and to 
ask them a few questions, the combined answers to 
which should give a fair idea of the actual situa- 
tion. 

From forty-three of the reports thus made I 
have taken the following details, which I believe 
are accurate and authentic. Missionary, hospital, 
and teaching communities are all represented. 

The first question asked of the Superiors was: 
“Please give the number of postulants you received 
during the years 1936-1939. The totals given by 
forty-three replies are as follows: 

In 1936 they received 951 postulants 
In 1937 they received 905 postulants 
In 1938 they received 882 postulants 
In 1939 they received 855 postulants 

A few did not reply to the second question: “How 
many postulants do you need to keep up the pres- 
ent personnel and allow for normal expansion?” 
According to the answers, the superiors judged that 
they would need a total of 1,203 a year, or about 
27% more postulants than are at present applying 
for admission. In other words they judge that they 
are receiving only three-fourths as many postu- 
lants as they need. 


DEVELOPING VOCATIONS 


The superiors were also asked to enumerate the 
causes which would make for the development and 
encouragement of vocations. Their answers fall into 
general categories: the reasons why young people 
develop a vocation, the home conditions which 
favor a vocation, the influence of teachers and 
schools and the help which priests give in fostering 
and developing vocations in the young. 

In the forefront of the aids to young people to 
develop a vocation they place the influence of a 
good Catholic home. This is reasonable because the 
acceptance of a vocation requires strong Faith, the 
spirit of self-sacrifice and self-devotion, and these 
are the fruits of a good Catholic home life. Not by 
direct urging nor suggestion do parents cultivate a 
vocation in their children, but by maintaining in 





their home that attitude and spirit of Catholic 
Faith and fervor which makes the Religious life 
appear beautiful and desirable, and which puts the 
passing goods of this world in their true place, as 
compared with the everlasting glories of Heaven. 

Some details of home life are given which are 
judged helpful to cultivate this atmosphere favor- 
able for a vocation: “A spirit of unselfishness in 
the home, cultivated by the child’s home training.” 
“Children who are taught to be thoughtful and con- 
siderate of others, to be self-sacrificing and self- 
devoted in the home, are more likely to answer the 
call of Our Lord to a life of complete self-devotion.” 
Training which develops stability and responsibility 
is also stressed by the superiors. Those who are 
taught to undertake and fulfil their part of the 
work in the home are prepared for the wider re- 
sponsibilities of Religious life. Home life which is 
simple and wholesome is emphasized. So is “good 
home training in the natural virtues—in charity, 
gratitude, honesty, obedience and modesty.” “‘Voca- 
tions are found,” says one Mother Superior, “where 
piety still reigns in the home and where parents 
consider it an honor to have their daughter enter 
the Sisterhood.” 


MISSIONARY SPIRIT 


Another reason why young people adopt a voca- 
tion, according to these authorities, is the love of 
the missions. Not long ago a priest who has had 
much to do with vocations remarked to the present 
writer: ‘When we were novices, a vocation to the 
missions as such was unusual. Young people first 
conceived the idea of becoming a priest, Sister or 
Brother; the missionary vocation was secondary. 
But now, owing to the great spread of the mission- 
ary spirit in our country, many young people first 
receive the vocation to be a missionary, and then 
decide to join a community where this aspiration 
is likely to be realized. Thus, the desire to spread 
the Kingdom of Christ is a fruitful source of voca- 
tions.” 

Another help to vocations enumerated by supe- 
riors is good literature, especially the lives of saint- 
ly priests and Religious. Sacred biography is full of 
instances where the Holy Ghost took occasion of 
the reading of some good book, or even the hearing 
of a holy phrase in a sermon, to inspire the young 
with the desire to leave all things and follow Christ. 
With our multiplied opportunities for good reading 
for the young we should be able to encourage many 
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vocations in this way. It is the book at the elbow 
that is read. Hence, to make the lives of saintly 
priests and Religious available, and to supply an 
abundance of interesting and encouraging litera- 
ture about vocations, are ways of encouraging 
them. 

“Occasional talks on the superiority and advan- 
tages of the priestly and Religious vocations” is 
another suggestion offered by the superiors, “giv- 
ing the inspiration of heroic work done for man- 
kind.” These talks should of course be directed to- 
ward explaining and illustrating the excellence of 
a vocation rather than urging anyone to follow it. 
It is motives the young people want, not persua- 
sion. 

Other means which are obviously good are 
“prayer to our Blessed Mother, annual retreats for 
high-school students, and retreats for girls and 
young women who have already left school, but 
have not yet decided their state of life.” 


INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 


The influence of the Religious themselves in fos- 
tering vocations is also duly valued by superiors. 
They recommend to the teachers and other Reli- 
gious not to urge a prospective candidate to join a 
particular community but rather to encourage her 
to go wherever she judges she is called. They rec- 
ommend a personal interest in the girl on the part 
of her teache:s, and they put “individual study and 
attention, given by enthusiastic, zealous Sisters to 
the girls whom they teach, especially in high 
school,” among the important helps. “Special inter- 
est should be taken in a girl,” says one, “when it is 
evident that she has a vocation, and she should be 
given words of encouragement, and books to read 
which explain the Religious life.” Another says: 
“Religious should encourage vocations to other 
communities when there is a decided leaning in that 
direction.” 

FACULTY AIDS 


We come now to the influences in school which 
favor vocation, and these include “the harmonious 
cooperation of the high-school faculty, the correct 
explanation of Religious vocation to the students, 
and helping them to understand the value of con- 
secrated service and the advantages offered by 
communities to prepare for God’s work.” Superiors 
also earnestly recommend “that our schools care- 
fully teach the priceless value of an act of virtue 
done under a vow, that they explain that everyone 
is free to follow a call or not, and to choose what- 
ever community she wishes.” They recommend, 
“that the topic of vocation be correlated with reli- 
gion in the classroom, and that the teachers en- 
courage the high-school students especially to pray 
for direction from on high in choosing their voca- 
tion.” 

In this connection it might be well to remark 
that this whole topic of vocation may be more ef- 
fectively and adequately treated by instructing the 
students that everyone has a vocation from God, 
and by explaining to them the three-fold vocation 
of Catholic women—the state of virginity in the 
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world, of Religion and of a married life. This gives 
an opportunity of bringing out the special features 
of Religious life and is helpful for all, even those 
who have not a Religious vocation. 


DuTy OF CLERGY 


Finally, the Superiors give due and heartfelt ap- 
preciation to the clergy for the part they play in 
encouraging and developing vocations. “Zeal on the 
part of priests in sponsoring vocations, sermons 
which explain the beauty and merit of the Religious 
life, the interest of confessors who ask of those who 
seem suited whether they have considered the pos- 
sibility of a religious life, sympathy of priests in 
dealing with the young, instructions of priests to 
parents on their duty toward those of their chil- 
dren who show an inclination to the Religious life, 
helping our young people to understand the value 
of the vows and advantages offered by Religious 
communities”—these are all enumerated as power- 
ful influences which have enriched the communities 
with pious and capable members. Indeed, it is to the 
priest that our young people naturally turn for 
advice and guidance, when the grace of vocation 
stirs in their hearts. 


OBSTACLES 


The superiors were also asked what they con- 
sider the chief causes which hinder vocations. Their 
replies were similarly very explicit and detailed. 
Naturally, they follow the lines of the previous an- 
swers, since it is the lack of the influences that 
make for a vocation which discourages their devel- 
opment. Hence, the replies to this question call at- 
tention to the fact that highly materialistic ambi- 
tions of parents for their children and the spirit of 
selfishness in the home are very discouraging for 
vocations. So are the gratification of the whims of 
the young, and the listlessness of some parents who 
permit and even encourage their daughters to 
smoke and drink; so too are a false sense of values 
instilled in the children and the lack of an intimate 
and edifying home life. 

The replies then turn to modern conditions which 
discourage vocations. “The powerful appeal of pres- 
ent-day welfare work,” they say, “satisfies a cer- 
tain zeal for souls and allows the worker to remain 
at home, or rather to feel free to select her place 
of abode.” Thus, some girls whose zeal and piety 
would in former days have inclined them toward 
the Religious life choose to do welfare work in the 
world. 

Another circumstance unfavorable to vocations 
is the fact that “girls who leave high school can 
often obtain work more easily than their brothers, 
and so the family counts on them for support.” 
When they once have got into the groove of wage- 
earning, their aspirations to a Religious vocation 
grow faint and many times die away. 

DELAY IS HARMFUL 

The failure to enter the novitiate at once on 
graduating from high school is listed by one su- 
perior as a leading cause of loss of vocations. “In 
my experience as a high-school teacher,” she says, 
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“I can name at least fifty who seemed fit for the 
Religious life at the close of high school and who 
thought they would enter after a year or so in 
active life. But, they did not do so. At the same 
time, those who did enter at once after graduating 
from high school persevered, almost every one of 
them.” 

Still another reason given is “the lack of suffi- 
cient health and strength for the Religious life,” or, 
as one superior puts it: “the want of physical and 
mental endurance such as women used to have.” 
Not, of course, that the Religious life is excessive 
in its demands on endurance, but it does require a 
reasonable stamina and the mental and physical 
vigor to do the work of the community. “The fear 
of religious persecution” is also given as a de- 
terrent of vocation. Reading accounts of the per- 
secutions to which Sisters are subjected in other 
lands, some girls are discouraged from entering the 
Religious life by the fear that they may experience 
similar hardships. 

“The lack of self-sacrifice, the desire for freedom 
and pleasure, the love of the world and its exciting 
attractions, independence learned at home and in 
school, instability in work and study, timidity and 
hesitation to take the final step, dread of responsi- 
bility” are also enumerated. Finally: “A mistaken 
notion of the true purpose of life, a lack of serious 
reflection on the truths of salvation, the want of 
sufficient prayer for a Religious vocation”’ are listed 
by the superiors. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


They then turn to the general conditions of the 
day which discourage vocations. Among these they 
put down: “the influence of the non-Catholic col- 
lege, of public high-school education, the influence 
of current magazines and the bad effects of the 
cinema, and the lack of right understanding of the 
Religious life, especially in rural districts.” This lat- 
ter remark is of special significance, because the 
girls in rural sections should offer very suitable 
material for the Religious life. ‘““Present-time modes 
of dress, too many worldly pleasures, the present- 
day rage for having a good time and the hectic life 
of today, hindering serious reflection and thought” 
are likewise emphasized. Evidently everything that 
tends to distraction, worldliness, selfishness is an 
enemy to Religious vocation. 

In pointing out these particular symptoms of 
modern-day life the superiors have drawn the long 
and intimate experience of their community with 
the modern girl. Nor do they mean th’‘s in criticism, 
because they all fully appreciate and esteem, of 
course, the many excellent qualities of modern 
youth. The fact that so many hundreds of Catholic 
girls do embrace the Religious life despite these 
unfavorable conditions, is more greatly to their 
honor, than if they made the great demonstration 
in more favorable times. 


SCHOOL HINDRANCES 


Attention is now called to conditions in the 
schools which affect vocations. And among these, 
are listed: “An education directed too much to- 


ward preparing for a worldly career, for the pro- 
fessions and business, too much social life among 
high-school students, and the stress sometimes laid 
on intellectual development to the forgetting of 
moral development.” 

One Superior remarks: “Diocesan and State re- 
quirements become continually more and more de- 
manding, so that the teachers’ out-of-school time 
is absorbed by efforts to acquire credits and de- 
grees, and they do not have enough time to spend 
with the students and to continue to show an inter- 
est in them after they leave school.” The answers 
point out also that, “some schools are so large that 
the conditions bring about an estrangement be- 
tween the teachers and the students, and prevent 
that cordial and personal interest in the pupil which 
is so helpful and inspiring.” 

One Superior notes that it is wise for “Religious, 
and especially teachers, in conversations with 
pupils, relatives and friends to emphasize the joys 
and consolations of the Religious life and not dwell 
disproportionately on its sacrifices.” As a matter 
of fact, the outside observer can realize the sacri- 
fice and self-devotion of the Sisters, but the happy 
and pleasant features of the Religious life, its joys 
and consolations, are largely hidden from outside 
eyes. 


MODERN VOCATIONS 


The careful consideration of all these replies will 
bring us face to face with the fact that our time is 
not favorable to the development of vocations as 
more simple and pious days. Girls who nowadays 
enter communities deserve special praise and ap- 
preciation. Outside the Religious life, the girl of 
today is as free and uncontrolled as her brother. 
Nowadays the sexes are almost equal in their op- 
portunities for amusements, occupations and free- 
dom of action in general. When women as a whole 
were kept in the home and subjected to strict dis- 
cipline, either by fathers and mothers or by their 
husbands, there was not so much difference rela- 
tively between their life at home and the life of the 
cloister. Time has changed all that, and girls who 
enter Religion now show a courage and spirit of 
self-sacrifice which is truly notable. 


TURNING THE TIDE 


The above remarks, received from many Mothers 
General and Mothers Provincial who have been en- 
trusted by their communities with the highest of- 
fices and who can draw from the experience of 
many years, deserve serious attention. These su- 
periors can appraise influences and weigh causes 
with unusual accuracy. The fact that so many have 
written at a busy time of the year, when they were 
beset with other affairs, and have taken the time 
to study this question in so much detail, in itself is 
a sign of its importance. Studying their answers we 
can see clearly what is needed to turn the ebbing 
tide of vocations among women, so that it may 
pour again in that flood which means the safety of 
Catholic enterprises, the adequate education of the 
young, the maintenance of many institutions of 
charity, as well as the progress of the missions. 
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DECEIT, FRAUD AND TRICKERY 
IN BIRTH-CONTROL PROPAGANDA 


JOHN LAFARGE, S.J. 

















WE all know the story of the man who complained 
that his wife was everlastingly harping on money, 
money, nothing but money. When asked how much 
he actually gave his wife he replied that he never 
gave her any. The same query may be put to those 
who complain that too much is said by Catholic 
speakers and writers on the subject of birth con- 
trol. The answer is that up to date we are still look- 
ing for an effective program to meet the ever in- 
creasing tide of propaganda in favor of legalized 
and even compulsory birth-control propaganda. 
Until this is provided it is only natural that the 
Catholic public shall continue, on their part, to 
keep asking how, in the concrete, are they to deal 
with the tremendous pressure brought to bear upon 
them by the birth-control enthusiasts. 

That hundreds of thousands of dollars are being 
raised to spread this propaganda, that it is becom- 
ing more and more insistent, ingenious and vocal, 
is not a matter for rejoicing. But it may well be a 
matter for self-examination and thought. Attacks 
upon the moral teachings of Christianity produce 
results similar to attacks upon its dogma; they 
serve to stimulate active minds in the Church to 
explore the moral as well as the doctrinal content 
of the Faith. 

The present, therefore, appears to be an apt 
time to make note of some specific elements in the 
challenge which birth-control propaganda offers to 
Catholic thought. 

When a parish priest talks with souls individually 
—in the confessional or private conference—he 
finds that birth control’s appeal is effective because 
it is directed to intensely personal and self-centered 
interests. Arguments propounded for it are drawn 
from immediate personal desires and immediate 
economic anxieties. You do not find couples urging 
to be allowed to practise birth control because they 
believe it a patriotic duty. They favor it because it 
suits, or they believe it suits, them individually, 
and the scope of their concern for it ends there. 
And the ultimate argument alleged for it, the old 
and unanswerable argument of those who reject 
wisdom as a rule of life, is that they have decided 
to engage in it because they want it, irrespective of 
any reasons pro or con. Self is placed irresistibly 
ahead of children. 

When, however, birth control steps out into the 
open and issues an appeal to the public for funds, 
it employs a different set of motives. It appears as 
the savior of health, as the foe of insanity, disease, 
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every ill of mortal man. It asks for contributions 
as a great altruistic movement. The people who 
sign up for its petitions are persons not averse to 
worthy causes. 

Birth control as a public movement claims not to 
favor but to hinder depopulation, the deadly 
scourge of a decaying civilization. Under the name 
of Planned Parenthood, it poses as a safeguard of 
the physical existence of the people of the nation. 
There was a time when Malthus could scare the 
wits out of a hungry world by threatening them 
with starvation if too many “mouths” were to be 
brought into the world. Population must be re- 
duced, said Malthus, if we are to have anything to 
eat. Such an idea could find a hearing in famine- 
ridden countries of the-Old World. In the Russian 
language, for instance, the word yedok, literally an 
“eater,” is used for individuals in a family, some- 
what as we still speak of so many “head” in some 
parts of the South. But Malthus’ alarms have long 
since passed into history. Our problem, at least in 
this country, is to find enough people to eat what 
we so abundantly produce (or can produce, if we 
use common sense in agriculture). So the great 
birth-control lever must rest upon another fulcrum 
if it wants to shift the world. 

Birth-control propaganda cannot be effectively 
combated merely by assuming, without further 
proof, that it is the enemy of children. Whatever 
anti-population policies it may foment in private, 
its public pronouncements wave such considerations 
airily aside. Devotees of Planned Parenthood are 
loud in protestations of love for children, not only 
for Better Children (the old “quality—not quan- 
tity” slogan) but for Many Children, for good-sized 
families. They denounce abortion as a crime, and 
use abortion statistics as a further argument why 
persons should practise birth control, that is to say, 
artificial contraception, in order that abortions 
shall not occur. Yet obviously the attitude of mind 
toward marital obligations which is furthered by 
birth control is very close kin to that which impels 
persons to practise abortion. 

Having abandoned Malthusianism, they are faced 
with figures which show in our nation now a de- 
clining increase in births and soon an actual decline 
in our population itself. Unable to avoid certain 
realities they now accept the so-called Family Pat- 
tern. The family advocated by the birth-control 
advocates is limited, but it is no longer the two- 
children family of a decade or so ago. It contains 
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four, six children; can even be more, provided the 
children are properly reared and educated. It is a 
pattern which, under certain circumstances and 
with certain qualifications, is not wholly repugnant 
to Christian ideals. 

Present-day birth-control propaganda, therefore, 
rests upon a very ticklish supposition. Its advocates 
assume that the positive Family Pattern can be 
maintained and population integrity preserved 
along with and actually in consequence of the prac- 
tice of birth control. At all costs they must main- 
tain the possibility of a synthesis or combination of 
two ideas. One of these is a “positive” Family Pat- 
tern, not a mere limitation. This means that people 
are to be urged to assume and endure the heavy 
obligations necessary in order to bring up a family, 
to conquer egotism and sensuality. But this nobility 
of purpose must be combined with a practice which 
from its essence is a crime against nature and a 
crime against the institution of matrimony, a prac- 
tice which is a prima facie evasion of these same 
obligations. Contemporary birth-control propagan- 
da is forced to yoke together family welfare and 
family destruction, policies of life and death. 

The strength of such an appeal obviously does 
not arise from any inner logical consistency. The 
birth-control message, of course, is greatly aided 
by the fact that actual motives for putting birth 
control into practice, in the great majority of cases, 
are not the subtle and humanitarian considerations 
that are utilized in soliciting funds—considerations 
of public health, child welfare, etc.—but the simple 
wish to evade the ordinary obligations of matri- 
mony. A vast number of people are “for” birth con- 
trol who never give a whoop for any of the elab- 
orate reasonings alleged by Margaret Sanger and 
her associates. And people are always impressed by 
a program which is “working.” Every coloring is 
lent to roseate birth-control promises. Shades are 
drawn over grim birth-contrc" realities: the di- 
vorces, moral degeneracy and abortions that actu- 
ally infest a population which freely practises arti- 
ficial contraception. And the whole affair is im- 
mensely furthered by the sordid financial gains 
attending the sale of contraceptives. 

But apart from this very substantially favorable 
circumstance, the internally illogical birth-control 
synthesis is bolstered up by a whole set of particu- 
lar considerations, some of them true, others false. 
All of these must be met directly and specifically 
by Catholic thought and Catholic policy if birth- 
control propaganda is to be routed out of its last 
and most stubborn stand. 

This can be very simply illustrated. 

Birth-control advocates plead, with compelling 
effectiveness, the cost of child-bearing: something 
prohibitive for many a working family. This point 
was taken carefully into consideration by the late 
Cardinal Mundelein, who with this in view encour- 
aged the establishment of the highest type of ma- 
ternity-hospital care in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
By such provisions—result of Catholic charity— 
one prop is knocked from under the rickety birth- 
control synthesis, but there are others that cannot 
be met by charity alone. 


Birth-control propaganda is a camp follower, so 
to speak, of every form of economic insecurity and 
disorganization in family life. Propaganda for 
avoiding child birth is difficult to overcome as long 
as we tolerate the continued increase of a landless 
proletariat in the rural regions. Such a rural prole- 
tariat remains the happy hunting ground of the 
birth-control-minded expert in the Federal or State 
health agencies. 

It is likewise a camp-follower of disordered con- 
ditions in urban life: of profiteering rents, real- 
estate speculation, low wages and other evils that 
militate against normal confidence and security for 
young couples in the early years of their married 
life. It may well be found that the infection of 
birth-control propaganda cannot be cured by any 
merely remedial or palliative charity, but will re- 
main fixed upon the vitals of our society until pro- 
found and searching reforms are instituted, of the 
kind outlined in the Social Encyclicals of the recent 
Popes. We may find it has been sent to plague us 
and torment us until we are finally aroused to apply 
the knife and cut deeper than we had anticipated 
into the problem of social reconstruction. 

But the rectification of economic disorders, 
though imperative, is not sufficient. In order finally 
and completely to rid our country of the illusions 
and delusions created by the skilfully engineered 
synthesis of an altruistic Family Pattern and a 
grossly sensual and selfish advocacy of artificial 
contraception, more is needed. In the last analysis, 
the synthesis rests upon a complete outfit of false 
and perverted moral values. The “personal values” 
that it claims to preserve are not the true personal 
values that pertain to the very nature of man and 
woman, of sex and parenthood. With all their emo- 
tional appeal, they are not truly human values, in 
the full sense of the word. Christianity, which pro- 
claims super-human, supernatural values for the 
relations of man and woman in the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, alone possesses the perfect key to these 
ordinary natural values; alone can interpret them 
in complete harmony with every phase of human 
living. 

Practically speaking, then, this means that along 
with the movement to eradicate those social dis- 
orders that favor birth-control propaganda must 
come the preaching of the positive Catholic syn- 
thesis of bodily and spiritual life. The experiences 
of the Jociste movement in Belgium, France and 
other Catholic countries show that the Catholic 
synthesis can be popularized, dramatized and prop- 
agated with immense efficacy. But it can only be 
effected when the Christian synthesis has become 
part of the lives and minds of hundreds of thou- 
sands of young Catholic men and women, who can 
live it, speak for it and sacrifice their comfort and 
personal interest in its behalf. Not until we see this 
occur, will Catholics in this country be sufficiently 
safeguarded against the menace of birth control. 

Not until then shall we have established our own 
lever on ground sufficiently firm to shift back to 
normal the ideas of decent-living persons outside 
the Church who are deceived by the lying promises 
of national birth-control propaganda. 
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THE COMINTERN FANS 
A WORLD REVOLUTION 


LUDMILA RKLITSKY 











“LIKE thunder rolls the Jnternationale. Like thun- 
der, storm and cyclone it flows over the whole 
world. The song of struggle, the song of rage, the 
song of the revolting working class. . . . Pavements 
stained with blood; the blood has but one color 
and of the same color is the banner that flutters 
above any city, above any crowd. . . . Listen to this 
song. With it the Soviet Union storms the skies 
and shakes the world.” 

Such are the words of triumphing frenzy that 
fill the Pravda of August 7, 1940, and not this 
issue alone. A wave of victorious enthusiasm has 
swept over the whole official Soviet press of these 
last months. The hope for the World Revolution 
seems to be rising. Never had it disappeared in 
fact. Each day during twenty-three years the Soviet 
newspapers printed the same slogan: “Proletarians 
of the whole world, unite!” The class struggle 
prophesied by Marx never ceased to be the very 
basis of Communism; this was proclaimed the only 
axiom of progress that had to crush the reaction- 
ary capitalistic world. While the rulers of the 
Soviets tried to permeate the outside world with 
their doctrine of hate, cities and villages of the 
USSR saw each week, each month, at any Red 
parade the same placards—World Revolution. 

When in the early twenties the first attempts 
of revolutionary uprising failed in Central Europe, 
the Communists did not give up. Lenin’s covenant— 
“IT do not care if ninety per cent of the Russian 
people die, as long as the remaining ten per cent 
see the World Revolution’”—could not be forgot- 
ten, and a systematic work began. 

Day by day, year by year, the Comintern (the 
Soviet abbreviation for Communist International) 
spread its feelers in every country. Even when 
Russia was going through dreadful famines, the 
Russian gold was spent on uninterrupted Commu- 
nistic propaganda. Forgetting the international 
character of the Bolshevik program, many sin- 
cere idealists considered it as a way of improving 
their own nation’s life, while the poorer classes, 
unable to witness the true results of the Com- 
munistic experiments, believed in the Soviet Utopia. 

Faithfully fulfilling the orders of Moscow, paid 
and clever agents drew to the party thousands 
of deluded workers. In almost each issue of the 
Bolshevik (the leading official magazine of the 
Communistic Party in Moscow) we can find de- 
tailed accounts of this activity and skilful general 
instructions are given to the different local lead- 
ers—how to take profit from any misfortune, any 
hardship of the workers; how to spread and use 
discontent, prepare and organize endless strikes; 
how to enter in all professional and other unions 
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in order to keep all the workers well in hand and 
make them act according to Stalin’s will. 

Communistic propaganda was more and more 
successful and the Bolshevik (February 15, 1932) 
had the right to state proudly: “The forces of the 
new revolutionary uprising are growing mightily; 
the token of the victory of the proletarian world 
revolution lies in the unique leadership assumed 
by the Comintern and by Comrade Stalin.” 

But the years were passing without bringing the 
expected results; though undermined, the instinct 
of self-preservation was not yet killed in the “capi- 
talistic’’ countries. The Kremlin realized that a 
hard blow striking the whole world was needed 
to shake the settled normal life, to bewilder and 
confuse the people’s minds. It was after three years 
of war that Russia’s tired morale had brought the 
first Bolshevik victory, and if a new war was the 
only step toward a general “liberation” of the 
proletariat, such a price was not too great for the 
saviors of mankind. 

A mirage was fascinating Stalin: the Red Army 
attacking the capitalistic states, smashing their 
lines of defense with its superior technical strength, 
sure that “all the foreign friends of the USSR will 
do everything possible to strike at the back of their 
bourgeois oppressors” (Bolshevik, July 13, 1939). 

But the poor achievements of the five-year plans, 
the increasing sabotage, the general disillusion 
growing inside Russia have obliged the Red con- 
queror to give up his dream of a revolutionary 
crusade. He changed his tactics, but did not forget 
his goal. Being afraid of entering a war himself, 
he advertised his “peace-policy,” but always kept 
expecting, if not actively promoting, a clash be- 
tween the “imperialistic” countries. How tragical- 
ly right were those who, according to the Bolshevik, 
were proclaiming: 

The USSR wants to keep aside from any conflict. 

Its only aim is an European war in which the 

capitalistic countries alone will be involved. The 

USSR hopes to change this war into a civil one, 

and expects that the world revolution will be the 

final result. 


Today the war has come. Hunger, desperate 
sufferings may demoralize the human crowd; the 
ground for Communistic activity is ready. Thanks 
to his friendship with Hitler, Stalin does not run 
the risk of mobilizing millions of perhaps untrusty 
Soviet citizens, and he can concentrate all his 
thoughts on the long-expected and eagerly-desired 
aim. 

Like greedy prey-birds the Soviet newspapers 
watch for the slightest sign of discontent in foreign 
countries. Each issue of Pravda, with ill-concealed 
rejoicing, blazons forth that Finland, Sweden, Bel- 
gium, France, England are on the verge of starva- 
tion. The Communists are working, the paper with 
great glee emphasizes that the unfortunate work- 
ers turn their eyes toward the happy Soviet Union, 
the land of peace and abundant life. In countries 
torn by the ravages of war, the Soviets have found 
their hunting-ground. Disorganization and suffer- 
ings have proved a fertile field for the particular 
brand of propaganda in which the Communists 











excel. Easy and wonderfully simple are the schemes 
of this propaganda. What do the toilers care for 
the imperialistic policy of their exploiters? The 
proletariat has but one fatherland, the Soviet 
Union; the workers of the whole world should over- 
throw their oppressors and join the USSR; peace 
and welfare will then come forever. 

Even against its wish the tired, cleverly deluded 
crowd listen to the subversive words; silently they 
worm into the people’s hearts. Sound judgment 
disappears; the will is fainting, and the long-waited 
hour may strike! 

The August, 1940, issues of Pravda contained 
such statements as the following: 


England’s hardship is increasing; thousands and 
thousands of toilers attend the Communistic meet- 


ings. . . . In Finland the society of friendship and 
peace with the USSR is growing; strikes break 
out. . . . In Sweden, though persecuted and under- 


ground, the Communist party is still working. 


The Bolshevik (July, 1940) gives a long account 

of the revolutionary movement in India: 

It does not slacken for a single moment; new 
strikes are organized; they are directed exclusively 
by the Communist party. . . . Russia’s workers have 
been able to turn the previous war according to 
their aims; the workers of India will perform 
similar achievements. 

One can be doubtful about the dispassionate ex- 
actness of the Soviet statements; one may hope 
that a part of that triumphant expectation is due 
to the usual Communist bragging (the general ef- 
fort in which all the classes of England are now 
united is a proof of it) ; but one should never under- 
estimate the reality as well as the imminence of 
the danger. 

Few exact details are given by the Soviet re- 
ports; history will write some day in the future 
the white book disclosing this secret, subversive 
activity, but even at this right moment we may be 
sure that thousands of well-trained Communist 
fifth columnists do not lose a single opportunity 
of using mankind’s sufferings for the prosecution 
of their aims. 

It is undoubtedly the hopeful news regularly re- 
ceived by the Comintern headquarters in Moscow 
that causes the rising joy that cheers up the dull 
Soviet press. Each move of the Axis powers, each 
new direct or indirect victim of their aggression, 
each settled normal life torn to pieces or danger- 
ously undermined brings for Stalin another prom- 
ising field. As long as his present alliance keeps 
him away from the artillery fire, he feels that 
time and the warring nations are very much in his 
favor. 

Whatever will be their final relationship, Hitler’s 
Nazism iiber Alles and Stalin’s World Revolution 
are closely bound together in a common and press- 
ing effort to crush the old order. Such are Stalin’s 
thoughts; behind his wall of peace-policy the Red 
jackal looks, works and waits until he can feed on 
his prey. 

“The Internationale, the song of rage, the song 
of the revolting working class, flows over the whole 
world. Listen to this song; with it the Soviet Union 
storms the skies and shakes the world.” 


WAS CHRIST BORN 
IN THE EASTER TIME? 


WILLIAM J. McGARRY, S.J. 











WE are accustomex. to associate the days following 
the return of spring with the Feast of Easter. The 
day is correctly fixed, for it follows rules very simi- 
lar to those which fixed the ancient Pasch of the 
Jews. Christ rose on the Sunday following the 
Pasch. For us the day is the Sunday following the 
first full moon after the spring equinox. Are there 
any data to be found in history which would seem 
to indicate that Christ not only died at the time of 
the Pasch, but was also born about Easter? 

But is the Nativity not on December 25? The 
Feast falls in the winter of our hemisphere; we 
have almost forgotten that it occurs in mid-sum- 
mer for our fellow-Catholics below the equator; 
and so we of the north have associated cold and 
snow with the Feast. We have transferred our own 
climate to Bethlehem, which, while it has a cold 
and rainy season in December, sees snow very rare- 
ly. Before inquiring if Christ was born near the 
Pasch, let us see how good is the assumption that 
He was born in December. 

In the very early Church the birth of Christ was 
not celebrated as a feast. If there was liturgical 
remembrance of it in any way, it held no rank com- 
parable with that of Easter, Pentecost and Epiph- 
any. The Church of the West made much of the 
Epiphany, for it was in the visit of the Magi that 
the coming of the Gentile nations was prefigured. 

A century before any celebration or date for 
Christmas was heard of, a Christian chronologist, 
Sixtus Julius Africanus, offered in his writings a 
very neat set of dates. The winter solstice occurs 
on December 21. Pagan Rome and the Empire cele- 
brated at this time the great feast of the Uncon- 
quered Sun (Sol Invictus). The sun which had been 
dropping for six months in the northern hemis- 
phere now stood upon Capricorn and turned to 
make his ascent toward Cancer. 

Sixtus reflected that the real Sol Invictus, the 
Sun of Justice and the True Orient, was Christ, the 
Son of God. So the Christ was called in the proph- 
ecies. Sixtus, then, placed the birth of Christ just 
after the winter solstice. This made the Feast of 
the Annunciation fall on March 25—just when the 
sun begins to ascend from the equator to Cancer. 
This turned out neatly in another way. Elizabeth 
was in her sixth month when Gabriel announced 
the Incarnation to the Virgin. John, then, was born 
toward the end of June—just following the summer 
solstice. Thus at the time when the sun begins to 
decline, the feast of Saint John the Baptist fulfils 
the words of the Precursor. “He must increase; I 
must decrease.” Christ must increase, as the sun 
does after December 21; John must decrease, as 
the sun does after June 21. 
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Sixtus had no liturgical ax to grind; his chron- 
ology was fixed not with any view of determining 
feasts; his scheme was an exegetical conceit grown 
out of the contrast between the pagan worship of 
the sun and the Christian possession of the true 
Sun of Justice. It was more than a century after 
his time that the idea occurred to the Christians in 
Rome to set off against the pagan religious revel- 
ries the celebration of the birth of the true Orient. 
The chronology of Sixtus was known to them; they 
adopted it. This occurred about the year 350. An 
ancient calendar of the Roman Church marks the 
feast of Christ’s Nativity on December 25 for the 
first time in the year 354. 

There had been another opinion concerning the 
time of Christ’s birth. About the year 200, the 
Christians of Alexandria in Egypt thought that 
Christ was born in the spring. Some fixed the day 
on May 20; others thought it was about the end of 
April. These early notices from Egypt are admit- 
tedly obscure, and it does not seem that they were 
known at Rome when Rome fixed Christmas. 

Fifty years after Rome had instituted a feast of 
Christ’s Nativity and fixed it on December 25, 
Saint John Chrysostom was the Bishop of Constan- 
tinople. He heard of the Feast in Rome, and it im- 
mediately struck him that this was a very beautiful 
one to introduce into his own church; he saw the 
richness of devotion in a liturgical celebration of 
the events of Bethlehem. 

Chrysostom was under the impression that the 
Roman Church authorities had inquired into the 
state archives in order to have the exact date. 
Saint Luke begins the story of the Nativity with a 
reference to the edict of the Emperor Augustus 
and the census of Quirinus in Syria. Possibly the 
Roman Christians could have inquired into the im- 
perial files; they did not do so, apparently. They 
took the chronology of Sixtus; Chrysostom took 
the chronology of the Romans. From Rome the 
Feast spread throughout the West; from Chrysos- 
tom and Constantinople it spread throughout the 
East, and thus shortly after the beginning of the 
fifth century the date of Christmas was fixed 
throughout the Catholic world. 

From what has been written above it is clear 
that historically we do not know the exact date of 
the Saviour’s birth. It is immaterial. It would be 
nice to know it, because every last feature and de- 
tail of the life of Christ is dear to us. But it is in no 
way a matter of Faith. The essentials of Advent 
and Christmas, the feast and the fast which pre- 
pares for it, are what we seek in our liturgy and 
devotions—rather than the day and the year in 
which the first Christmas occurred at Bethlehem. 

It may occur to us as a strange phenomenon that 
the early Christians lost the memory of the day. 
We belong to a time and people much interested in 
birthdays. Very little reading in ancient histories 
will discover for us that the particular day of a 
man’s birth was not much noted. In respect of 
many of the great men of ancient times we do not 
know even the year of their birth. Yet the year of 
Christ’s birth was indicated in the Gospel of Saint 
Luke; it is clear that he included it in his story so 
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that it might be set down officially, and presumably 
the early readers could figure for themselves the 
time of the census of Quirinus. But if it was easy 
for the early readers of the Gospel to fix the year 
of the birth, it is not so now; the determination of 
the year of the census of Quirinus is one of the 
thorniest chronological problems in the Gospels. 

Since the ancient historical documents concerned 
with the chronology of the Gospels of the early 
years of Christ do not allow one to fix dates with 
certainty, it is the privilege and duty of research 
in Biblical matters to make out what one can, fol- 
lowing the rules of honest, sober and scientific re- 
search. A lengthy study of the entire question has 
occupied one of our Catholic Biblical scholars for 
some years. He is the Reverend Paul Gaechter, S.J. 
Father Gaechter took his post-graduate Biblical 
studies at the Pontifical Biblical Institute at Rome. 
He then professed Scriptural courses in the Jesuit 
Scholasticate at Innsbruck in the Tyrol. In recent 
years he has been transferred to the Papal Semi- 
nary, Kandy, Ceylon, and is now in the Far East, 
still engaged in the teaching of Sacred Scripture. 

Theological Studies, a quarterly devoted to the 
publication of articles in theological research, will 
publish a double article of Father Gaechter in the 
May and September issues of the present year. In 
it the author argues for his opinion that Christ was 
born about the time of the Pasch. The summary of 
the opinion thus appears in the first article: 

The purpose of this essay is to establish as prob- 
able the following chronology from Mary’s betrothal 
to the birth of Christ: Mary was betrothed in the 
autumn (9 B.C.); the Annunciation occurred in June- 
July; the Visitation began soon after, the return to 
Nazareth took place in October-November, quickly 
followed by the journey to Bethlehem (8 B.C.); the 
Nativity occurred in March-April (7 B.C.) 

The writer is not concerned with the years in 
this essay, but with the season of the year when 
the various events occurred. The indication of the 
years Before Christ is taken from the Introduction 
to the New Testament which Father Gaechter has 
published. For these years the principal fixed points 
are the death of Herod the Great (4 B.C.) and the 
census of Quirinus, some years before. Our present 
Christian era dates only from the sixth century, 
when Dionysius Exiguus fixed—inaccurately—the 
year of Christ’s birth. 

Father Gaechter thus approaches the question: 

The two infancy-narratives in the Gospels of Mat- 
thew and of Luke are, for our modern minds, rather 
fragmentary. For lack of direct information it is 
now seemingly impossible for us to fill up any of the 
gaps, whereas for the early Christian readers much 
was readily supplied from their common experience. 
The Gospels, unfortunately, do not mention the 
many facts which were matters of course to the 
Palestinian of those days. The result was a history 
crowded with supernatural events, in fact consisting 
almost exclusively of such. If we want a somewhat 
complete history of the infancy of Our Lord, we 
must try to insert the natural events into the series 
of the supernatural. 

On reading this study one may agree or disagree 
with the author; at least one will say that Father 
Gaechter’s case is not poorly argued. In any case 
our liturgical date will remain December 25. 
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IF we could so reform the state of industry that 
the right to strike could be laid aside as useless, 
because unnecessary, we should all be happier. A 
strike is very like a surgical operation or a war, 
and most unlike a Christmas present. When an 
improved type of medical treatment removes the 
malign condition which necessitated an operation, 
and when arbitration can restore good feeling be- 
tween two angry governments, everybody is better 
off except, perhaps, the surgeons and the manu- 
facturers of munitions. 

In an article on the right to strike, published in 
this Review last week, I quoted President Roose- 
velt to the effect that employes under Federal civil 
service had no right to strike. The President spoke 
some years ago, at a time when some rather pink- 
ish organizers were trying to form a union of civil- 
service employes, and in the course of their opera- 
tions had uttered opinions which were much nearer 
red than pink. His words were hotly criticized, but 
when the smoke of battle lifted, his meaning was 
clear enough. Every wage-earner retains the right 
to strike, but some wage-earners accept employ- 
ment on the condition, explicit or implied, that they 
relinquish for the time the exercise of this right. 
The President believed that this condition was 
clearly implied in the acceptance of an appoint- 
ment under the Federal civil-service system. 

But the growth of the civil-service system in 
many cities and States prompts a further question. 
Is the same condition implicit in these local sys- 
tems as well as in the Federal? As for the Federal 
system, the condition had been established, not by 
legislation, but by usage, and the local systems are 
not old enough to present evidence rooted in tradi- 
tion. It is worth noticing that since the City of New 
York took over the subways, and arranged to give 
all employes civil-service status, the hold of the 
Transport Workers Union has been growing weak. 
Employes, it is reported, do not see why they should 
pay dues and assessments as long as their jobs and 
pensions are protected by law. Further, since both 
city and State can provide boards for the arjust- 
ment of differences, they are inclined to look upon 
a union as an unnecessary expense. 

With all deference to this opinion, it seems to 
me that it would be a mistaken policy for civil-ser- 
vice employes to abandon the union. Fundamen- 
tally, they retain the right to bargain collectively, 
as well as to strike when available means of re- 
dressing wrongs prove inadequate, and it will not 
do to rely completely upon “the Government,” or 
the administrative board which represents the Gov- 
ernment, as a body of men endowed with an un- 
usual degree of wisdom, justice and charity. Boards 


are made up of men and women very like ourselves, 
and a government is often blown about by the 
windy orations of politicians. Where are civil-ser- 
vice employes to seek relief, when they find them- 
selves set on the beach after a political storm? 

It will be said that they can always appeal to 
Congress or to their State legislature. That is true, 
but an appeal from an individual is not likely to be 
noticed. Pressure can be applied only by an organ- 
ization. . 

At present, Federal civil-service employes can 
exercise the right of collective bargaining only in- 
directly. Appointments, wages, tenure and pen- 
sions, are fixed by Congress, and administration of 
the system is delegated to the Civil Service Com- 
mission. The nearest approach to collective bar- 
gaining that is possible is found in conferences be- 
tween their representatives and the respective com- 
mittees in the House and Senate. These confer- 
ences, however, cannot be demanded, and are 
granted only as a matter of grace. The Commission 
itself can present their petitions to Congress, but 
the Commission is certainly not the bargaining 
agency freely chosen by the employes. 

The Congressional committees may fall in with 
the requests of the employes, or they may not. 
They are more likely to lend an attentive ear, how- 
ever, when the employes can speak through repre- 
sentatives who will present their views clearly and 
forcibly. With regret must I add that Congressional 
committees have been known to reach their deci- 
sions after computing the number of voters which 
an organization appearing before them, can muster. 
Civil-service employes cannot hope for much, unless 
their qualified collective bargaining with the Gov- 
ernment is carried on by a strong union. 

The same is true of employes under city and 
State civil-service systems, and perhaps more true. 
One of our largest cities now beholds the spectacle 
of the head of its civil-service system charged by a 
legislative committee with membership in the Com- 
munist party, and with having sanctioned appoint- 
ments with all the obliquity of a besotted fellow- 
traveler. In not a few localities, civil-service admin- 
istrators are openly and frankly party lieutenants, 
chiefly interested in providing jobs for the most 
effective workers at the polls. But even when the 
civil-service commission is intelligent and honest, it 
cannot lay claim to omniscience or impeccability. A 
strong union of civil-service employes can often act 
as the commission’s conscience, when the Lorelei 
of politics unbinds her hair, and accompanies her 
song with the clink of coin. 

Civil-service employes are increasing so rapidly 
that sane legislation to regulate appointment and 
tenure is far more important than it was fifty years 
ago. Good administration of the system can give 
us better public service at a much lower cost than 
we are paying. But, as I have insisted for years in 
these pages, only an enlightened public opinion can 
get and keep good administration. Unions of civil- 
service employes, properly conducted, can help to 
create that necessary public opinion. Once this con- 
trols our Federal and local civil-service systems, 
strikes will become unnecessary. 
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WAR TAXES 


ON the day that seven billion dollars for the de- 
fense of democracies everywhere was voted by the 
Senate, the junior Senator from Texas said that 
Congress would now be obliged to find new fields 
of taxation. “Taxes,” observed Senator Connally, 
“are now going to jolt some people right off their 
feet.” 

If these jolting taxes at last teach the American 
people that this Government of ours is not a Midas, 
but a pauper, the price for the lesson will not be 
too high. We read that Congress appropriates an- 
other billion for some purpose of which we hear for 
the first time, but it causes us no apprehension. We 
think that the billion will be raised by the rich. It 
never occurs to us that the poorer we are, the 
heavier will be our burden. 

“Whatever form taxes take in their imposition, 
they must be borne by the consumer, that is, main- 
ly, by the working men and the fighting men,” 
wrote the late Justice Holmes. “It is well therefore 
that they should have this fact brought home to 
them, and not too much disguised in the form in 
which taxes are imposed.” If Senator Connally’s 
jolting taxes do not bring this fact home, nothing 
will. “Taxes are paid in the sweat of every man who 
labors,” said President Roosevelt in the campaign 
of 1932. Workers may “never see a tax bill,” but 
they will pay in deductions from their pay envel- 
opes, and in the rising cost of housing, food and 
clothing. 

It is better that the Government raise money by 
taxation than by borrowing; better for us and for 
the next generation which will have enough to do 
to meet the enormous debt we have already piled 
up for it. Undoubtedly, the tax base must be broad- 
ened, and the readiest, as well as the surest method 
of doing this is through an income-tax. But we 
earnestly hope that Congress will keep its hands 
off the poor man’s pay-check. He is already taxed 
heavily for the old-age insurance and unemploy- 
ment funds, and this tax, as we pointed out when 
it was imposed, is simply a tax on the small incomes 
of the class least able to bear it. To oblige him to 
add to the load, is unfair. 

It is reported that Congress is planning to broad- 
en the tax-base to include workers in the thirty- 
dollar per week group. That is an approach to con- 
fiscation, unless deductions are permitted, as in the 
case of the present income-tax. Perhaps it may be 
possible for a man to maintain himself and his 
family on $1,560 in some far island in the western 
seas, but he can do that decently in very few places 
in the United States. It is an excellent idea, for 
many reasons, to make the income-tax broadly in- 
clusive, but it should not rob the cradle or starve 
growing children. 

The devising of a perfectly equitable tax seems 
to pass the wit of man. No one has yet invented a 
method to distribute the tax among rich and poor, 
without putting the burden chiefly on the poor. 
Taxing the pay-check can make that burden intol- 
erable. 
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EDIT 


UNHEARD? 


WILL the plea for starving Belgium and Holland, 
signed by Cardinal O’Connell, of Boston, by the 
Archbishops of Cincinnati and of Louisville, and by 
seventeen other members of the American Hier- 
archy, go unheard? “The exigencies of even a just 
war,” write the prelates, “do not require that mil- 
lions of innocent children, women, and non-com- 
batants, be made to endure famine.” The great law 
of love of all men includes even our enemies, but 
these starving people have done us no wrong. We 
cannot hope for God’s blessing upon our country, 
when we set aside this basic law of life. 


OUR STRONG) 


IN its preliminary report to the legisleture, the 
Rapp-Coudert Committee attempts to catalog 
“the outstanding characteristics” of the brand 
of Communism which it has found at work in 
the New York schools. Among them are fur- 
tiveness, deception, perjury, and willingness to 
condone fraud by men and women in positions 
of public trust. 

The Committee mitigates rather than em- 
phasizes the exceedingly grave conditions which 
it has brought to light. Much of the testimony 
which it heard and sifted, compels the inference 
that the Communist leaders required their 
dupes to lie systematically when lying was the 
price of retaining their positions in the City- 
supported colleges. Someone has well said that 
until Communism can persuade Americans that 
it is an improved and desirable form of democ- 
racy, it can never hope to gain the upper hand 
in this country. The Communists now appear to 
be trying that line. 

A Communistic “democracy” is conceivable, 
although the world has never had one. Com- 
munism, as we have seen it in Russia, Spain, 
Mexico, and this country, is “democracy” with 
the respect for religion and morality, fostered 
by the framers of the Constitution, replaced by 
a flaming hatred of the Christian religion and 
its moral code. Where Communism has con- 
trolled, truth, honor, justice and charity, have 
become vices. Washington probably had this 
spurious democracy in mind when he wrote 
that “of all the dispositions and habits which 
lead to political prosperity, Religion and Moral- 















TRIALS 





EVASION 


WHEN Senator Norris said that Willian Green’s 
letter on racketeering in the A.F. of L. did not 
satisfy him, he expressed the view of the general 
public and, we think, of many union workers. What 
the A.F. of L. needs is a new policy showing itself 
in a determined fight against racketeers in its ranks 
until the last has been eliminated, and means have 
been adopted to insure freedom from fear for the 
worker in the ranks. Judging by the experience of 
many years, we greatly fear that the A.F. of L. 
will not inaugurate this long-needed campaign until 
it has elected a new president. 


NCHATIONAL DEFENSE 


ity are the indispensable supports.” He might 
have had before him the reports of the trial 
of any Communist by an American court, when 
he pointed out the serious consequences to so- 
ciety should “the sense of religious obligation 
desert the oaths which are the instruments of 
investigation in Courts of Justice.” Unfortu- 
nately, his conclusion that the most practical 
method of keeping religion and morality alive 
among the American people was the school, has 
been rejected in this country for many years. 

These years of rejection have prepared a soil 
in which the seeds of Communism can spring 
up rankly. There is a fund of common sense in 
American public life, and an amount of natural 
virtue, which up to the present have been 
strong enough to keep Communism fairly well 
in hand. Whether the subtle methods of Com- 
munism can destroy them, is a question that 
raises disquieting doubts. Washington did not 
believe “that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principle.”” He would have 
made his own the words of Pius XI, who in 
the Encyclical Caritate Christi wrote that 
when Faith and filial fear of God have van- 
ished, “all moral law falls, and there is no 
remedy left to stop the gradual but inevitable 
destruction of peoples, families, the state, and 
civilization itself.” 

The frightful war in Europe has made us 
realize more sharply the truth of the Pontiff’s 
words. Of all forms of national defense, the 
strongest and most important is adoption by 
this nation of the teachings of Jesus Christ. 





YET ANOTHER BOARD 


THESE are crowded weeks. As March drew to a 
close, strikes continued, or were threatened, in key- 
industries in every part of the country, Senator 
Norris denounced extortion practised by unions 
upon workers, Mr. Henry Ford told in a triumphant 
advertisement of the magnificent work done in his 
union-less factories for the Government, and was 
cited to appear with his son before the Labor Re- 
lations Board, and the President at last appointed 
his eleven-man labor-mediation board, under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Clarence Dvkstra. 

Any of these events is news of first importance, 
but the most spectacular is Mr. Ford’s advertise- 
ment. Without even a glancing reference to unions, 
this master of large-scale production relates how 
he is speeding up the Government’s defense pro- 
gram, at the very time that misguided union lead- 
ers are crippling it. Had Mr. Ford planned for 
years a strategic move in his fight to show that the 
American union, as he has found it, hurts both 
the worker and the public, he could not have selec- 
ted a better moment to begin it. 

It is a mad world, and after waiting with high 
expectations for the President’s new board, we fear 
that this latest device will not make our Ameri- 
can labor world less mad. When a machine breaks 
down, it is good engineering to examine the 
mechanism and discover the cause. To put another 
machine in back of it to push, and another in front 
to pull, does not improve it. The scheme may not 
even get it out of the road of progress, for the 
effort may ruin the two auxiliary machines, and 
then all three will break down, and jam traffic. 
How many labor boards, State and Federal, are 
now pushing and pulling? In addition to these 
boards, how many volunteer mediation groups have 
been set up siice we adopted our war policy? To 
catalog them, one must be able to count more 
than one hundred. But in spite of some good local 
boards, the traffic is still jammed. 

The President’s newest board is a board without 
authority. It can probe and investigate, but when 
it finds a criminal, its sanctions are limited to a 
grandmotherly “fie, fie!” We did not expect it to 
be a board clothed with legislative powers, for we 
have too many of them, and we were not disap- 
pointed. But like the rest of the country, which 
wonders why employers and employes cannot get 
along together, even in face of what the President 
has described as the greatest crisis in our whole 
history, we did look for a board authorized to do 
more than investigate, and then appeal to public 
opinion. Some columnist has described the board 
as a coroner’s jury. About all that it can do is to 
certify that industry has been slain by parties un- 
known. What we need now is a health board that 
can tell us to clean up our labor slums, or go to jail. 

Possibly we have underestimated the power of 
an appeal to the public. It may be that the real, 
but as yet undisclosed purpose of this board, is to 
reach conclusions to be turned over to Congress 
for treatment which will give them, or some of 
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them, the force of law. In that supposition, the 
board will be useful, but not for putting a summary 
conclusion upon differences which will be pressed 
strongly by employes and employers. It will, rather, 
open a forum for protracted discussions. These 
would be much more useful to the country, if the 
country had not embarked on a policy of all-out 
aid for democracies all over the world. Words and 
dollars cannot win a war in which planes and tanks 
and submarines are the chief weapons. 

Perhaps the board will show its worth, once it 
begins to swing into operation. We hope that its 
A.F. of L. members will be able to sit down quietly 
with its C.I.O. members, and that all the members, 
irrespective of the badges pinned on them by the 
board’s “bi-partisan” nature, will find time to work 
earnestly on some plan that will look beyond these 
war-days, and aid in securing peace between em- 
ployes and employers, after the guns are silent. 
But if it cannot agree on a plan, even for the al- 
leviation of present troubles, then we may look to 
see workers in the war-industries drafted for the 
period of the war. That way lies confusion, and 
perhaps disaster. 


DESECRATED 


AMERICANS who have visited All Hallows Church 
on Tower Hill will regret to learn that nothing 
now remains of this ancient edifice but the walls. 
The site was occupied by a Catholic church early 
in the second century. This edifice was enlarged in 
the sixth century by the Saxon invaders, and com- 
pleted, practically as it existed before Nazi bombs 
destroyed it, toward the end of the eleventh. In the 
ancient church, Alfred the Great often assisted at 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and on his way to 
the Tower, Saint Thomas More may have paused 
to bow before it, in honor of the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament of the Altar. 

But the real destruction of All Hallows must not 
be attributed to Hitler. The venerable church was 
desecrated in the sixteenth century by the so-called 
religious reformers, who proscribed its priests, and 
blasphemed the Sacraments which for centuries 
the Faithful had sought and found within its pre- 
cincts. Every cathedral town in England is a wit- 
ness to the faith and piety of Catholics long since 
with God, and of hatred of the Catholic Church 
fostered by ambitious politicians. Canterbury and 
York, Peterborough and Lincoln, Durham and 
Salisbury, are empty caskets, no longer guarding 
the pearl of great price. We honor them for what 
they were, shrines of Catholic devotion, not for 
what they are. War is dreadful, but war against the 
spirit of God is unspeakably terrible. 

The whole world admires the bravery and the 
fortitude of the English people in their battle 
against Hitler and his forces of evil. May God grant 
that after this evii has been conquered, they may 
once more kneel to assist at the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass in Canterbury and York, Peterborough 
and Lincoln, Durham and Salisbury, as did their 
fathers in the days of old. 
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PALMS AND THE CROSS 


THROUGH the gateway of Palm Sunday we enter 
Holy Week, or, in the language of the Liturgy, the 
Greater Week. The first title is more commonly 
used, but both express the character of the solemn 
mysteries which the Church commemorates in the 
days preceding the Feast of Our Lord’s Resurrec- 
tion. If we have done little to put ourselves in the 
spirit of Lent, we ought to beg during this Holy 
Week for the grace of true sorrow for sin, and for 
strength to follow Our Lord Jesus Christ Crucified 
all the days of our life. 

The scene presented in the Gospel for tomorrow 
(Saint Matthew xxi, 1-9) is at once glorious and 
sorrowful. It is glorious because it records an occa- 
sion on which the people went out of the Holy City 
to do honor to Jesus, and sorrowful, because it 
brings before us a long history of human frailty. 
So enthusiastic was the welcome given Jesus as He 
rode toward the city that man; of the crowd re- 
moved their outer garments and threw them in His 
path. “Hosanna to the son of David,” they cried. 
“Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” 

These words show that they saw in Jesus an am- 
bassador sent to Israel by Almighty God. It is high- 
ly probable, indeed, that many who greeted Him 
on that morning meant their greeting to be an 
affirmation of their belief that Jesus was the long- 
expected Messias, come to restore the kingdom 
unto Israel. While not all of them, it may be sup- 
posed, actually recognized Him as the Son of God, 
at least all greeted Him as a great Teacher, with a 
special commission from God, and for this reason 
they paid Him the honors usually reserved for a 
powerful earthly king. Yet of all that crowd, only 
a few followed Him a few days later as He carried 
His Cross to Calvary. Fewer still drew near to 
Mary, His Mother, and John, and the holy women, 
who kept faithful watch at the foot of the Cross, 
raised on the little hill whereon love overcame sin, 
and reconciled man with his Creator. 

Had we been in the Holy City that morning, we, 
too, no doubt would have gone out, palms in our 
hands, to greet Jesus. Our voices would have been 
raised to acclaim Him as the Son of God. But how 
many of us would have bowed the knee before Him, 
to worship Him as our God, our King, the eternal 
Lover of our souls, had we seen Him before Herod, 
clothed in the garments of a fool? Would we have 
striven with pitying hands to lift the thorns from 
His Sacred Head, or begged that the stripes which 
brought the redeeming Blood from His innocent 
shoulders, be laid upon our sinful backs? Our lives, 
not our words, answer these questions. 

Lord Jesus Christ, crucified for the salvation of 
this sinful world, too often we follow You with 
palm branches, and draw back at the sight of Your 
Cross. We greet You with loyal words, but with our 
sins we scourge You, and spit upon You, and nail 
You to the Cross. By the Blood that was spilled for 
us upon Calvary, by Your loving Heart, opened for 
us on the altar of sacrifice, soften these hearts of 
ours that they may love You today and always. 








CORRESPONDENCE 








AQUINAS IN THE NURSERY 
Eprtor: I do not know much about intellectual 
skills myself and, being an old fogey, am inclined 
to sniff at the phrase. It was not used in my young 
days, which were, of course, much better days 
than those which dawn in this degenerate age. 
But whatever they are, a mother of small children 
ought to have them, if they can aid her in answer- 
ing questions. Here are a few, picked up recently 
ex ore infantium: “Is God a Catholic?” “What 
did the Blessed Virgin die of, and who was the 
undertaker?” “Why does Saint Joseph wear 
dresses?” “Did the Baby Jesus have a scooter?” 
“Do Angels eat bird-seed, and do the feathers ever 
fall out of their wings?” 

These questions recall the Quodlibeiales, and it 
occurs to me that a translation would afford per- 
plexed mothers a ready access to the fount of wis- 
dom that is Aquinas. They need it. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


UNCONFUSED 

EprTor: So the Reverend George G. Higgins is 
“confused” after reading for the third time your 
editorial 1776 (March 22). Most of us found upon 
reading that excellent editorial a lifting of most of 
the confusion which the Lend-Lease proponents’ 
arguments brought to us. 

I believe that this writer in his confusion has 
exposed his lack of understanding of the basic 
Catholic political principles upon which this Ameri- 
can Democracy was founded by Jefferson and his 
associates of the 1776 era. 

All in all, too many of our Catholic priests as 
well as laymen exhibit an amazing lack of knowl- 
edge as to what an American Democracy must be 
to justify our calling it that. Too many of the Cath- 
olic political leaders and not a few of the clergy 
turn their backs on sound principles enunciated by 
disciples of Aquinas, Bellarmine and Suarez and 
espouse the cause of the ephemeral leaders in the 
political world—leaders who, perchance, obtain such 
support because they have juicy patronage to give 
out or other favors of a distinctly worldly nature. 

If this nation needs anything today, it needs a 
vigorous, thoughtful pamphleteer whose objective 
is to keep those who attempt to read and to think 
seriously about first principles on the right road 
rather than on the left branch which can lead to 
nowhere by a powerful centralized government 
such as Stalin heads in Russia. AMERICA does fill 
that need in a large measure, but I wonder how 
many of the clergy read AMERICA? And if they 
read it, how many rouse themselves to carry on in 
their parochial districts the educational program 
which you have initiated? They may fear the con- 
sequences of offending this or that local politician. 


PASTOR 





They might not be considered polite if they called 
a spade a spade and some of their friends might 
lose political sinecures. But if they must hold their 
tongue in their cheek, at least they can hold that 
tongue when AMERICA, a voice crying in the wilder- 
ness of the present-day New Deal ‘socialistic forest, 
tries to enlighten those who know they know not 
everything. 
Woonsocket, R. I. 


FOR WHOM THE BELL 

EpiTor: I would like to take opposition to the 
vivacious lady’s poignant attack on the rights of 
intellectual women who enter the marriage state 
(AMERICA, March 22). 

Every position and vocation obliges the follower 
of the same with certain duties. Certainly the state 
of marriage, and especially of motherhood, de- 
mands innumerable sacrifices, and imposes trying 
obligations on any woman in spite of her intellec- 
tual attainments. Thus, any girl entering the mar- 
riage state must fully realize that she must desire 
primarily to succeed as a mother, and not as an 
intellectual. 

Unfortunately, the vivacious lady seems to be 
willing to accept the duties of motherhood only if 
these do not interfere with her cultural aspirations. 
I congratulate the vivacious lady for her educa- 
tional ambitions, but sympathize with her, since 
she fails to comprehend the qualities of self sacri- 
fice and courage that marriage always demands. 

Worcester, Mass. RICHARD H. DIGNAN 


BROTHER 

EprtTor: The letter of B. H. J. (AMERICA, March 8) 
expresses my thoughts almost as if I had written it 
myself. 

Though I may be wrong, I think there is no per- 
son so little understood as a Brother. During my 
ten years in a Religious Order as a Brother, it was 
little short of amusing to meet people who, at first 
took me for a priest, but when told otherwise, sadly 
remarked: “Oh, you’re only a Brother!’”’ You know 
the tone of voice, too; just as if they might be say- 
ing: “You poor soul, you must have the measles!” 
And mark this: many times have I heard almost 
the identical thing from priests of the Church— 
men who because of their noble calling and educa- 
tion should certainly know better. 

Don’t you think that a couple of pages on the 
Brothers and their works would go a long way to 
remedying this lamentable state of things? I ask 
for this article, not that the Brothers might be 
drawn into the public eye, but rather that our 
really beautiful mode of life may be better under- 
stood and more appreciated by our Catholic people. 

Toronto, Canada. F. J. D. 


JAMES H. COLGAN 
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BIRTHDAY LETTER TO GEORGE ADE 


JOHN ABBOT CLARK 








DEAR Mr. Ade: Just a little note of greeting, from 
a stranger, on the occasion of your seventy-fifth 
birthday. Passing through Brook, Indiana, one day 
last summer, I called up all my courage and bad 
taste and broke in upon your lunch hour (or was it 
breakfast?). I know that you don’t remember me 
from Adam (or from the third-string quarter on 
the Purdue team of ’29). But I so much wanted at 
least to see you and be able in after years to boast 
of having done so. I knew from reading your Fables 
that you had a kindly, an almost Christian, way 
with boors; and I was informed by a filling-station 
attendant in Brook that everybody in the county, 
dewn to the last child, was prepared to commit 
assault and battery, anything, in fact, this side of 
mayhem or murder, in defense of your literary 
honor and your great, generous soul. 

To say that I'll never forget you is to indulge in 
a pretty sickly form of understatement; and to add 
that your graciousness to tourists is something 
more than just simple Hoosier courtesy or a by- 
product of literary habit is to put it mildly. Sir 
Walter Raleigh, in a letter to his wife composed in 
1915 while he was enroute to this country to lec- 
ture, wrote: “. .. The orator screamed with delight 
when I said that George Ade is the greatest living 
American writer. ‘O, tell them that at Brown,’ he 
said, ‘tell them that at Brown! If you, coming as 
an Oxford professor, tell them that at Brown, I 
don’t know what’ll happen!’ ”’ I have no idea what 
happened, but I am sure that if Sir Walter were 
alive now, he’d still be telling them. And I am 
equally sure that if William Hazlitt were living to- 
day, you would be high up on his list of “must” 
acquaintances. 

But now that I have taken altogether too many 
words to say that it was once my good fortune to 
see you plain, and that you passed this most unfair 
but not wholly unrevealing test with flying Chau- 
cerian colors, let me get down to brass tacks—your 
Fables. I wish to report to you, Mr. Ade, that those 
Fables, many of which you doubtless have forgot- 
ten, are giving incalculable pleasure to me, my 
friends, my students, and to people all over this 
land who either inherited them from their parents 
or have had (1) the luck to come across and (2) 
the sound instinct to pick up dog-eared copies of 
Fables in Slang, Forty Modern Fables, etc., which 
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may still be discovered now and then in shabby 
little down-under book stores. 

Most books spewed forth in recent years are easy 
to get hold of, but are not so easy to pay for, and 
not infrequently they are impossible to read. Your 
Fables, on the other hand, are devilishly hard to 
find, but if found, can be had for a song and read 
forever. In these days, when the pulse-beat of civil- 
ization grows fainter hour by hour, it would seem 
that publishers, those doughty, last-ditch defenders 
of values without which life is not worth the pre- 
serving, ought to make every effort to see that 
genuine readers are provided with genuine books. 
For the past six months, Mr. Ade, I have been try- 
ing to find a publisher for a selection of your 
Fables. So far, the reception has run from easily 
spotted condescension at one end of the scale to 
blunt coldness at the other. 

American publishers, as of 1940-41, are nothing 
if not commercial; and they are, I am about con- 
vinced, not commercial. They tell me, for instance, 
that your Fables are dated. And I am sorely tempt- 
ed to write back to them and say: “Yes, his Fables 
are dated. But please note how lightly rests the date 
on a score, yea literally a hundred of them. They 
date, it is true, but in precisely the same way that 
The Dunciad dates, or Lewis Carroll or Fables for 
Our Time or Gilbert and Sullivan or Life With 
Father. You might check your recent fall and 
Christmas lists, gentlemen (I feel like muttering), 
if you are at all interested in finding out how Ade’s 
Fables don’t date.” 

Even President Hutchins’ freshman knows that 
the best time to read a good book is during one’s 
own lifetime; and, by the same token (as Dr. Adler 
migat put it in an unbuttoned interval), the best 
time for a publisher to print some good books is 
during the solvent lifetime of his firm. If fables 
like “The All-Night Seance and the Limit That 
Ceased to Be” are dated, then so is “Mrs. Battle’s 
Opinions on Whist.” 

They (the publishers again) tell me they were 
rather intrigued by the idea of reprinting some of 
your Fables until they looked up the sales record 
of Thirty Fables in Slang; and I would like to reply: 
“Yes, it is true that volume of selections didn’t sell 
phenomenally when it appeared in 1933. But for 
that matter we could name scads of books which 

















came out in that year which are now, and have 
been for quite some time, utterly unreadable. More- 
over, we could name several items of the vintage of 
’33—ignored or insulted at the time—which are 
belatedly coming into their own; such books as 
Thirty Fables in Slang, to mention only one.” 

But, as many quondam hot-shot writers and 
critics can mournfully testify, 1933 isn’t 1941. Be- 
sides, preposterous as it may seem right now, 1941 
will soon be 1942; and the possibility that we may 
all be living in caves before next January rolls 
around will not radically affect this prediction. 
Furthermore, it might be a good idea for publishers 
to put their memories on the stretch and try re- 
calling which of their books issued less than a 
month ago are not doing so well in this present 
winter of our discontents. 

And they (still the publishers) tell me, Mr. Ade, 
that they were practically raised on your Fables, 
but to publish them now—‘“Well, we’re afraid not.” 
All I have to say is, that if this is what growing 
up has come to mean today, then it is time for a 
lot of us to act at once on James Thurber’s humble, 
exciting and instructive example and hie ourselves 
posthaste back to the grades (the fifth to be exact), 
where Miss Malloy gets laid over the veteran pupil’s 
knee and soundly spanked; or where, in your 
“Fable of the Old-Time Pedagogue,” the Old-Timer, 
substituting for his schoolmarm daughter, is told 
by the children that the “R’s” are out, way out, 
and that now (this was 1902) “. . . we design Wall- 
Paper, then we dissect a Rat, after which we have 
French and Calisthenics, and finish up with a few 
Stunts in Botany and Entomology.” 

Yes, George Ade, you had your day back in the 
late ‘nineties and early ’hundreds, and you'll have 
your day again and again. As far as the general 
public (through no fault of its own) and the gen- 
eral run of publishers are concerned, you are now 
in total eclipse. But it is comforting to remember 
that eclipses are notoriously momentary. And there 
is further consolation in reflecting that it is only 
the first-rate artists who suffer them. The rest have 
to be content with an all-engulfing oblivion. 

Up to now, anyway, you have missed with the 
generations ranging in age from thirty to fifty; but 
you once had our fathers and mothers on your 
side; and today our sons and daughters are rooting 
for you. They are reading you with tremendous 
zest, and making loud, proselyting bones about the 
fact. Their shrewd, uncoached enthusiasm for your 
Fables bodes nothing but good for the future of 
American letters, not to mention the future of 
what used to be something more than just a phrase 
—the American Way of Life. 

Sweet dreams of warm Florida sunshine to you, 
George Ade. And a thousand thanks for the wit, 
the humor, the insights—and, most of all, for the 
outbursts of uncontrollable admiration and wonder 
and joy, that you provoke me and my friends to in 
those watches of the night when we are all alone 
with your Fables. May you live for many years yet 
to see what is bound to come: your re-enshrine- 
ment in the hearts of your countrymen, including 
generations of readers and publishers still unborn. 


MAN OF LETTERS 


RAYMOND A. GRADY 








YESTERDAY, for the first time in a long and en- 
tirely unsuccessful life, I was called a “man of let- 
ters.” And I was proud. I tried to think of some 
person that I could patronize—and get away with 
it. In this I was unsuccessful, because all of my 
acquaintances, seeing me attempt the grand man- 
ner, would have laughed aloud and said: “Snap out 
of it. We know you. You’re just old man Grady 
with a cane and monocle.” 

And then I came home. And I thought to my- 
self that here, surely, in the bosom of my family, 
I would create an impression. I pictured myself 
walking in and saying: “Family, your Pop was 
called today a ‘man or letters,’ and a guy called 
that is good. Give me your applause.” 

I had it all pictured out in my mind; my wife, 
pridefully running to the back yard where she 
could be snooty to a neighbor, while ostensibly 
hanging out something on the line to dry; my chil- 
dren hurrying to ask less fortunate children of 
the neighborhood if their fathers had been recog- 
nized as men of letters. 

’Twas all so pretty a dream it seemed as if it 
could not be. And it couldn’t, either. For there was 
so much going on in my home when I arrived that I 
could not get a word in edgewise. One of my 
daughters had been designated as the iead in a 
French play to be given by her class in school. 
That was so much greater an event than my own 
apotheosis that I forgot my own dignity entirely. 
And another of my girls had won a door prize at 
a beano party. A bushel of apples. That had to be 
talked over and the apples sampled. 

But at breakfast the next morning it all came 
back to me with a rush. And I proceeded to tell 
the family that their father was elbowing Nicholas 
Murray Butler around, and would soon be in the 
Hall of Fame, unless dissolute political practices 
were dragged in to stop him. I had been designated, 
I told them, a “man of letters.” 

Imagine my surprise and shock when one of the 
more erudite of my swarm grew wrathy and sug- 
gested I sue. Further conversation, heated on her 
part, bewildered on mine, developed that in the 
old days, back in Rome, a man of letters, Homo 
Litteratus, was a common thief who had been de- 
tected in the act. The Romans had a custom of 
taking such a man, branding the letters “F-U-R”, 
meaning “thief” on his forehead, and designating 
him as a “lettered man,” or a man of letters. 

I am not going to sue; not, at least, until I look 
into the meaning of the phrase a little more. I 
don’t think the man meant I was a thief. Every- 
body smiled genially—or was it genially?—-when 
he said it. Did... that ...man...mean... but 
no, I won’t believe it. I prefer to think that he 
never heard of the Romans. But I would like to 
know, for sure, just what he meant. 
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FIRST STATION 


Pilate must heed the public pulse and poll, 

Keep friendly with the voters, or be spurned; 
Pilate had made mistakes before—and learned, 
And so he shrugged his shoulders and his soul. 
His fingers fluttered in the brazen bowl, 

The guilt was off his hands and head; he turned 
To take the spotless towel; in him burned 

A doubt; but Caesar’s favor was his goal. 


Sub Pontio Pilato, down the years, 
Before a man may truly live, reborn 
Of water and the Holy Ghost, he hears, 
Caught in the Creed, those words of pitying scorn 
For him whose heart was timid, not malign, 
Who used ironic water for a sign. 

WituiaM A. DoNAGHY 


REPOSITORY 


(Night of Holy Thursday) 


Flame-tipped candles mounted a golden stair, 
Burned to their still and trembling points of bliss, 
All save one, save only one, afliare, 

A flare, a sputter, gutter and hiss— 

Oh, quiet garden, and unquiet kiss. 

Candles flanking the Easter lilies 

Threw shadows of their petalled calices, 
Threw on the linen a filigree network, 

So delicately wrought a spiral fretwork 
Mounting to God in flowering chalices, 

All save one, save only one 

Enfolded lily, wrapping its pale heart 

Within itself, and thus become 

A serpentine dart with forking shadow 

On the velvet of the white antependium; 

All others soared up through the golden night, 
Imbued us, 

With their yearning towards that Orbéd Light. 


O Judas! 
S. M. Pau. 


CROSS AND ALTAR CALVARIES 


Lift up, O Cross—with all your myriads 

Of altar crucifixion trees, that rise 

Around a Christ-filled globe—lift up your bridge 
Between a mundane and celestial world! 

The race once weakened for the loss of blood 
Now spans the void—one drop had been a fiood! 


Lift up, O Cross, your burden to the sky— 

Who never would have hung there, but for love! 
Hold tenderly those strong, nail-wounded hands— 
It is no fault of yours such chalices 

Are spilled, unto a flowing of the Wine, 

Red with new life for this spent soul of mine. 


Give me, O Cross, give to a hungry child, 

Your sacrificial bread, your Heart-drawn drink! 

Long have I wasted in swept desert lands— 

No grapes of love gave bloom unto my cheeks, 

No wheat was there to gladden hollow eyes— 

But now, I thrill to life!—in One Who dies. 
ALBERT J. HEBERT, JR. 


TO A SMILING CRUCIFIX 


(In the Baptistry of St. James’ Cathedral, Montreal) 


So, Son of Man, You are stretched upon Your cross, 

And I think it is almost the ninth hour. 

With eyes wide open You gaze out upon the scene 
beneath You: 

Reading the heart of Your Mother who stands 

And of Mary Magdalen who kneels at Your feet— 

Of John, whose love never failed, daring to press close, 

And of Peter who failed for a moment, 

But who has returned already, his eyes washed clean 
by tears, 

And lurks breathless in the crowd, waiting Your call. 

You are remembering those who still believe 

And those whose faith is shaken by fears, 

As the earth itself is shaken by the dying of God. 

You have numbered the few who hate 

And the many distraught souls who imagine they hate 

And so blaspheme against love. 

Your eyes are open wide 

And upon Your lips, after three hours’ torture, 

There is still a smile. 

In just a little while 

You will speak the final words: It is finished— 

And Into Thy hands, O Father, I commend My spirit... 

How is it that upon Your lips now there is a smile, 

As upon the lips of Your Father 

When He looked upon the fresh world He had made 

And saw that it was very good? 


O risen Christ, stay by our side, 
Teach us to wrest peace out of evil and strife— 
To smile as we hang upon the taut cross of daily life— 
Because our eyes, too, are open wide! 
KATHERINE BréGy 


TABOR-CALVARY 


Is there upon the hill 
One great and gentle, 

Vested as white as snow, 
Light for His mantle? 


There is upon the hill 
Man of no honor, 
Naked and spat upon, 
Blood for his color. 


Has that exalted One 
Each side a prophet 
Lauding the reign of love 

And of the Spirit? 


Near this accurséd One 
Each side a robber, : 
Scorning, that scoffs at Him 

“Where now thy Father?” 


Is there a cloud of gold, 
Voice of the God-head 
“Pleasing to Me my Son, 

And my Beloved”? 


There is a cloud of murk, 
Rocks that are shaken; 
Heart-cry from Man of woe 


“I am forsaken.” 
VIOLET CLIFTON 
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MIRROR OF CRUMBLING CODES 
IN PRE-WORLD-WAR WORLD 


THE WORLD OF THE THIBAULTS (VOL. I, THE THIBAULTS. 

Vou. I, Summer 1914). By Roger Martin DuGard. 

Translated by Stuart Gilbert. The Viking Press. $6 
IT is a curmudgeon’s role to find oneself obliged to 
register a dissent against a prevalent critical opinion. 
But the truth is mighty and wii: prevail, and The World 
of the Thibaults, while memorable, is not a great novel, 
certainly not a novel of Nobel Prize caliber, although 
it received that celebrated award. It is not that it is too 
long; the reader cannot have too much of Anna Kare- 
nina; it is rather that the longueurs are too evident, the 
paddings too intolerable. Much of Hugo’s masterpiece, 
Les Miserables, reads today like a series of tracts; and 
it is debatable, in the Men of Good Will volumes, whether 
the Maykosen political interludes, no matter how fas- 
cinating they seem in the light of contemporary Europe, 
may not tumble over the fluid border of novelistic priv- 
ilege into the territory of history. But there can be no 
doubt about the hundreds of pages of cafe and news- 
paper gossip that fill up the better part of Summer 1914. 
There may be some merit in making fictional time amble 
withal at the actual pace of real time, but hardly at a 
slower jog. Critics have heralded Monsieur DuGard’s 
method as that of the essential novelist, like Flaubert, 
who strips away from his story any meretricious at- 
mosphere. That is as it may be, but not all atmosphere 
is meretricious; it has even been defined as an emana- 
tion from reality; and the net result of M. DuGard’s 
utter eschewing of atmospheric tone is thinness and 
dessication. 

But The World of the Thibaults is full of good things 
nonetheless. Little Monsieur Chasle and old Mademoi- 
selle de Waize are priceless. The death throes of Oscar 
Thibault cover some 250-odd pages, but they are more 
than clinical; they rise to a universal plane. The re- 
treat of the French army from Alsace challenges com- 
parison with the war pieces of Romains, Remarque, and 
Hemingway; and the long interior monolog that is 
Antoine Thibault’s death diary has in it the austere 
nobility of some modern Brutus who plays the Roman 
fool and falls upon his sword. But these are minor ex- 
cellences and subsidiary to the book’s main impact, 
which is an attempt to mirror the disintegration of social 
and religious values in the world of 1900-1914. M. Du 
Gard has been called the French Galsworthy. The 
parallel is certainly existent in that the elder Thibualt, 
like the older Forsytes, lives in a world of established 
standards. However, DuGard, who is inferior to the 
English writer as a novelist, is superior as an analyst. 
He can assign the strength of old Oscar, the philan- 
thropist, and the uncertainties of Jacques, the Socialist 
revolutionary, to their proper causes. Both father and 
son are Thibaults, with the Thibault pride and the 
Thibault jaw; but the old man’s world is a world un- 
shaken, and he has a sense of sin; the young writer’s 
world is a world in flux, and he has lost his sense of 
personal responsibility even though the bondage of will- 
ing and its bitterness pursue him to the very end, his 
death before a corporal’s army pistol. 

Henri Massis once pronounced a harsh judgment on Les 
Thibaults. He objected to it on the nationalist grounds 
that it made out France as culpable as Germany in the 
matter of war-guilt. And so, of course, she is to a French- 
man of the Internationalist persuasion. But one must 
admit that M. DuGard and his Jacques are men of 
good will; and that his weary, taloned Lucifer of Geneva, 
Meynestrel, is just as definitely not. It is the great 
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NOW YOU CAN LEARN 
TO SPEAK A 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
**almost 


OVER NIGHT”! 
The Natural Way—You Learn By Ear—By The 


Language Phone 
Method 


you learn a new tongue as easily as you learn a new 
tune, BY EAR. And the instructor never gets tired. He 
will repeat any part of the lesson, over and over, until 
you have mastered every word, every voice inflection. 
Thus, you learn to speak perfectly, with the accent of a 
true, cultured native. The method is far superior to the 
ordinary class and private tutor-instruction and has been 
endorsed by teachers of languages in the leading uni- 
versities and schools in the country. The results seem 
like magic. 15 minutes a day works wonders. 


LITERARY MASTERPIECES 


Read the masterpieces of French, Spanish and Italian literature 
in the language in which they were conceived and written. The full 
flavor of foreign letters cannot be translated. Enjoy French novels 
before their characteristic sparkle—their native essen 8 evap- 
orated in translation. The original Spanish of “Mare Nostrum” 
and “The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” is far more vivid 
than the English version. Then cuinsider the greater enjoyment 
assured by an understanding of the language in which an opera 
is sung—be it Spanish, French, German or Italian. 





ENDORSED BY teachers of language in such famous 
Universities as: Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, Johns 
Hopkins, Princeton, St. Francis Xaxier, St. Joseph's 
Seminary, Stevens Institute of Technology, Yale. 


Even with this recognition, however, you cannot fully realize 
how amazingly simple it is to master a foreign language until 
you learn something about this fascinating method. To see and 
to hear is to believe. 
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tragedy of M. DuGard’s world that the Meynestrels 
have prevailed over the Jacques within the confines of 
that very secular religion which he preaches. His world 
has gone to war again, and not on any secular crusade 
this time. Instead, anarchy has “learned from civiliza- 
tion and become international.” CHARLES A. BRADY 


EARLIER STATESMAN’S IDEAL 
OF HANDS ACROSS THE SEA 


THE ForEIGN Po.icy or THomas F. Bayarp, 1885-1897. 

By Charles Callan Tansill. Fordham University 

Press. $5 
SECRETARY of State during the first Cleveland ad- 
ministration, 1885-89, Thomas F. Bayard was a fine 
choice—sagacious, peace-loving, courageous, and honor- 
able—but sadly unspectacular. In 1893, when Cleveland 
came to the White House for the second time, Bayard 
became our first ambassador to Great Britain. His ideal 
was Anglo-American cooperation as the hope of the 
civilized world; and while he received little enough 
cooperation from either, and especially from this, side 
of the ocean, it was Bayard, Professor Tansill believes, 
who “more than any other statesman in our history 
gave meaning to the familiar phrase, ‘hands across the 
sea’.” 

Bayard’s most notable success was in persuading Bis- 
mark to lay aside exclusive claims to the Samoan Is- 
lands at a time when the German claims had the bless- 
ing of Britain. Those who departed from policies Bayard 
had mapped out were humiliated in ways he would not 
have been. Blaine proved to be too brash in dealing with 
seal-hunting rights in the Bering Sea; Gresham too 
idealistic in the matter of annexing Hawaii; Olney too 
crude and Incompetent in the British Guiana-Venezuela 
boundary dispute. Many historians will, however, prob- 
ably disapprove of Bayard’s unwillingness to apply (or 
extend) President Monroe’s foreign policy to Britain's 
expansion of her Guiana possessions. It should be clear 
by now that much of the book is a reflection upon the 
policies actually followed by the United States after 
Bayard left the State Department in 1889. 

Besides the advice of Bayard’s great friend and as- 
sistant, John Bassett Moore, Professor Tansill has en- 
joyed the advantage of the hitherto unused Bayard 
Papers, as well as those of other American and Cana- 
dian statesmen. Canadian relations, indeed, play a very 
large part in this important, extensive and penetrating 
study, though there are also chapters on Mexican, 
Corean, and Chinese relations with the United States 
in the eighties. This timely study of Bayard’s foreign 
policy will be followed by a history of his career as a 
Democratic Senator during the Reconstruction Period. 

JAMES A. MACKIN 


CRIES OF THE DEMOS 
UNHEARD AT WHITEHALL 


PAGEANT OF ENGLAND. By Arthur Bryant. Harper 

and Bros. $3.50 
IN the pageantry here unfolded, we discover how dur- 
ing the last hundred years England, while growing in 
population and increasing her colonial possessions, slow- 
ly rotted from an aristocracy to a plutocracy and sac- 
rificed her people on the altar of free trade and laissez 
faire. Nothing in the book except the author’s express 
declaration: “Yet Britain is today a democracy in the 
fullest sense,” would suggest that England is a democ- 
racy. The fact that from the accession of Victoria till 
the nineties of the last century agriculture and a free 
farming class met with complete extinction proves that 

















the needs of the demos and their strong cries never 
ascended to Whitehall. 

Further, the author’s admission that for the last thirty 
years England has been living in a Socialist state under 
increasingly Socialist laws does not suggest democracy 
or liberty. For Socialism, whether of the Nazi or Italian 
or Soviet breed, is opposed to liberty of religion and of 
the free family. Nor can we discover many traces of 
Christianity. The mere fact that a cultivated English- 
man can write three hundred pages on England from 
1840 till 1940 without mentioning the great name of 
Cardinal Newman is symptomatic of the book and makes 
us realize why Belloc, in his study of G. K. Chesterton’s 
place in English letters, counts it a blessing that Chester- 
ton never went to Oxford or Cambridge. 

The merits of this book are its sparkling style, its de- 
tailed illustrations of the way in which England passed 
from its secular life on the land to its present blighted 
industrialism, and its fearless denunciation of the crimes 
of England, principally the crimes of its short-sighted 
politicians bedeviled by the “dismal science” and Adam 
Smith. I doubt whether a jingo American could publish 
this diatribe on America: 

In the world of the new city, property was the 
breath of life: without it men and women shriveled 
and died. Save for murder, offenses against prop- 
erty were more severely punished than those against 
the person. A barman and a glazier for stealing 5s. 
4d. were sentenced to five years’ penal servitude; a 
hideous assault on a woman with child was ex- 
piated with six weeks’ imprisonment. The sanest 
people in the world, in their new city surroundings, 
were losing their sense of values. So long as a man 
kept the law, the right to buy at the cheapest price 
and sell at the highest overrode a!l other considera- 
tions. Against the supreme right of commerce, even 
duty as it came to be regarded, nothing was held 
to weigh; social amenity, happiness, beauty. 

His chapter on the way of redemption shows the be- 
wilderment of the ex-service men who had believed the 
slogans of the politicians: “making the world safe for 
democracy,” “war to end war,” “the self determination 
of small nations,” “open covenants openly arrived at,” 
and the rest of the horrible drivel concocted by the 
columnists, the munitions makers and the poor, ignorant 
politicians themselves. We question whether England 
or America is destined to lead the world out of its mud- 
dle, but we record Mr. Bryant’s words: 

Man, who had once tried to model his life on the 
divine, came to take his orders from the lender of 
money and the chartered accountant acting in their 
purely professional capacity. That has been the story 
of the last century of civilization. The age of en- 
lightened selfishness begot plutocracy, and plutoc- 
racy begot the monstrous materialistic and pagan 
tyrannies we are now fighting to destroy. It was 
England that first unconsciously led the world into 
this morass. It is England—wisest and gentlest of 
the nations—that has now to discover the way out.” 

ALFRED G. BRICKEL 


MouNTAIN Meapow. By John Buchan, (Lord Tweeds- 

muir). Houghton Mifflin Co. $2.50 
ADVENTURE again with John Buchan. The Canadian 
north woods supplies a virile background for Mountain 
Meadow, and Sir Edward Leithen appears once again 
as the hero of Lord Tweedsmuir’s last book. 

Sir Edward’s doctor gave him a year to live. Deter- 
mined to “die on his feet,” he travels to America to 
undertake a search for a noted financier who has mis- 
teriously disappeared. The trail leads him to Canada 
and then into the Arctic Circle. 

But this is more than just an adventure story. It is 
& profound analysis of a philosophy of life. The author 
is not primarily interested in the projection of his plot 
but he is vitally absorbed in his character’s spiritual 
progress. Sir Edward lived according to a dreary sto- 
icism that is based on a fear of God’s omnipotence. But 
when he entered a country untouched by humans—a 
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country ruled by God, the “mercy of nature” brought 
to Sir Edward a tenderness that he had never known 
before and he died content “in the hands of a power 
that was both God and friend.” 

Buchan again has put all his art and talent into his 
long descriptive passages. The author’s sympathetic un- 
derstanding of the French-Canadian mind and spirit 
adds interest and charm to the book. This modern at- 
tempt at a “Pilgrim’s Progress” is something unusual. 

Mary E. HICKEY 


HOLDING UP THE HILLs. By Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. Sheed 

and Ward $2.50 
HAVING discovered God in an Irish kitchen for us, 
Father Ward returns to capture within these pages the 
heart and soul of his native Iowa. In a framework of 
twenty-one sketches he vividly paints the farms and their 
people, the breathing earth and the world of men who 
wrestle with the soil. 

They are all here, these sturdy folk whose trans- 
planted Irish ancestors reached Iowa in the middle of 
the last century. By ox-team they came to build, with 
toil-roughened hands, their “tiny alligator of a.town, its 
dirty stubs of toes dug into the railroad tracks, its back 
up and its head pushed over into the thinned-out woods 
to the west.” All their routine, though precious, exis- 
tence lives in these pages. It is a story of orchards 
pruned and guarded against the borers; of the string of 
leggy Norman colts running the white clover in summer; 
of cow-milking and churns; of the pig who is obviously 
“the gentleman who lifts the mortgage”; and of a nat- 
ural instinct for the making of molasses and deciding 
which neighbors are “the best ones to lead the beads at 
a wake.” 

A public that thrived on The Yearling will welcome 
the author’s sensitive understanding of the men and 
women holding up the American hills and farms. It is an 
unending struggle against the hot winds, the dreaded 
dust, the pest of chinch bugs, and a recent exhausting 
depression. Amid the current profusion of escapist liter- 
ature, it is more than refreshing to return with Father 
Ward to this portion of the American scenes, where 
“people are above trade and, in a vague yet assured 
way, God and a man’s soul have first place.” 

ARTHUR R. McGrattTy 


PIONEER BLACKROBES ON THE West Coast. By Peter 
Masten Dunne, S.J. University of California Press. $3 
FOR an exemplar of mutual aid between Church and 
state one could scarcely ask a better or a simpler ex- 
ample than this. It is the story of the advance of the 
Catholic religion and the Spanish domain among the 
Indians who lived between the Mexican sierras and the 
coast, along the lower half of the Gulf of California. 
Mutual sympathy and admiration guided the valiant 
Captain, Juan de Hurdaide, and the Jesuit missionaries, 
who in the years 1591-1632 advanced the frontiers of 
civilization northward from the Sinaloa two hundred 
miles to the Rio Yaqui. The Fathers were able to per- 
suade the Indians to settle in pueblos where they could 
be instructed in the word of God and a better way of 
life. The Indians were not permitted ‘to have firearms 
and white men did not appear to rob them of their 
lands. Hurdaide was able to protect the Fathers and 
the Christian Indians, as well as to keep thousands of 
others in good order with an amazingly small number 
of soldiers. Yet medicine men sometimes caused trouble 
and these missions have three martyrs, the Fathers 
Tapia, Pascual and Martinez. Some of Hurdaide’s ad- 
ventures are thrilling, but for the most part this is a 
chronicle of hard, systematic and joyfully successful 

missionary effort. 

Fr. Dunne, of the University of San Francisco, has a 
nimble pen, but he has not neglected any of the ac- 
coutrements of scholarship. This study is one of a series 
originating at Herbert E. Bolton’s “Round Table” sem- 
inar at the University of California. The completed 
series will cover all the history of the Spanish Jesuits 
in North America. JAMES A. MACKIN 














ART 


THE projected itinerary of the Exhibition of Nineteenth 
Century French Painting, now at the Metropolitan 
Museum, while important to emphasize, is by no means 
the only reason for directing attention to this eventful 
display of art. It is regrettable that many exhibitions 
discussed in this column are necessarily local and read- 
ers in other parts of the country, who may wish to see 
them and compare their reaction with that of the writer, 
have not the opportunity for doing so. This particular 
exhibition offers such an opportunity. It was first shown 
in San Francisco and goes to the Chicago Art Institute 
after closing in New York. While the itinerary is not 
settled, it will probably go to other cities also and, as 
modern French painting is supreme in its field, this ex- 
hibition is one, therefore, that it becomes important to 
see. This importance, moreover, lies not only in the su- 
premacy of French painting in itself, but especially in 
the influence it has exercised on all modern painting 
techniques. 

Painting in other countries, in this and the last cen- 
tury, has been a lesser reflection of that done in France 
and this display contains enough representative works 
of the modern French school to make it notable. It is 
true that this is art of an essentially museum-like char- 
acter, but that is also true of the bulk of modern art. 
The beauty, therefore, is that of fragments and is like 
ornament on the surface of life, which is not the same 
thing as that deeper kind of beauty which is character- 
istic of the ancient arts that were more completely inte- 
grated with life. Its quality is predominantly Parisian 
and, therefore, somewhat elegant, but it attains to com- 
pleteness within the limitation that this less profound 
quality imposes on it. 

While the earlier nineteenth century painters, such as 
David and Géricault, are represented by fine canvases, 
it is in the work of the latter part of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, after that of Delacroix and Courbet, that a more 
exciting quality begins to show itself. These later paint- 
ings, in the writer’s view, are more spontaneously re- 
flective of the spirit of the French scene and are the 
climax of the exhibition. The more pretentious, literary 
quality of the earlier painters was supplanted, in them, 
by one that was seemingly casual and better related to 
the impermanent character of the framed picture. 
Throughout all of these later pictures, moreover, appears 
evidence of that astonishing development in painting 
technique, a development which kept the Parisian public 
agog over the battle that raged between the academi- 
cians and the exponents of this revolutionary painting 
manner. 

Separately considered, the many fine portraits by 
Manet are in themselves a demonstration of this devel- 
opment, and show in their painting that tonal simplifica- 
tion which was to become an increasingly general mod- 
ern characteristic. Daumier, Renoir, Toulouse-Lautrec 
and Degas are well represented among the pictures; 
Monet and Seurat, less adequately. The genuinely ar- 
resting elements in the exhibition, however, are the 
Cézanne and Van Gogh pictures. The vivid, revealing 
qualities of the small canvases by the latter artist make 
the discriminating elegance of his contemporaries, whose 
larger pictures surround his, seem a lesser thing. This 
peculiarly French quality of elegance in painting style 
also finds a contrast in the sturdy humility of Cézanne’s 
work, characterized as that is by his notable achieve- 
ment of a vital, monumental and architectonic arrange- 
ment within the arbitrary confines of the picture frame. 
There is also full evidence, in the Cézanne canvases, of 
his discoveries in simplified, geometric form, discoveries 
which were later to find expression in Cubism, and which 
determined the general dynamic character of twentieth 
century painting. Barry BYRNE 
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THEATRE 


THEY WALK ALONE. To this reviewer Ben Boyar’s 
production of Max Catto’s melodrama They Walk Alone, 
at the Golden Theatre, held the big surprise of this 
dramatic season. The surprise lay in the extraordinary 
abruptness and unsatisfactoriness of the last five min- 
utes of a very well acted aiid interesting melodrama, 
which had held its audience up till that time. 

It was an incredibly flat finish to a generally interest- 
ing evening, and it was extremely hard to understand. 
Spectators who had been holding their breath in ex- 
pectation of another and immediate murder, saw the 
final curtain fall with extraordinary rapidity, and turned 
to stare at one another in stupefaction. I actual’y asked 
myself if some mishap had occurred to a member of the 
company, or if that huddled heap, which was Miss Lan- 
chester, had fallen there by accident or by intention. If 
I am not very much mistaken, some bright theatre aide 
suggested this extraordinary finish, and Max Catto is 
extremely annoyed by it. 

Let me repeat that the rest of the melodrama is in- 
teresting, well written, and admirably acted. The work 
of Elsa Lanchester and of Carol Goodner could hardly 
have been better. They gave us something to remember, 
So did A. P. Kaye, Martin Manulis, and Erford Gage. In 
short, the acting of the entire company, though often 
too swiftly paced in direction, was excellent; certainly 
there was enough going on to call for some swift pac 
ing. 

This is one of those melodramas whose plot can be 
freely discussed, because there is no secret about it from 
the start. To a lonely farm in England comes a new 
girl servant. She is small, reasonably attractive and 
highly efficient in her work. The men in the family are 
pleasantly interested and excited over her from the first. 
The woman head of the farm, played by Miss Goodner, 
almost immediately suspects that there is something 
wrong about the girl; but Emmy Bodine, the new maid, 
has the cunning of the maniac she is. Her mania, we 
soon learn, is to encourage up to a certain point the 
young farmers of the surrounding region. When that 
point has been reached, (and there is considerable un- 
certainty as to what it is!) Emmy strangles the lover 
of the moment and casts his body into the nearest pit 
or quarry. All this late at night, and out on the moors. 
Then she returns to the farm and resumes her amiable 
and efficient ministrations to the comfort of the family. 
She has murdered four promising young men before 
suspicion fastens on her. 

In the end, when Emmy has murdered the younger 
brother of her employer—but this is where we pause. 
It is at this point that the final curtain goes down and 
we are left wondering what happened. It has all been 
very exciting. All the members of the family, most of 
the neighbors, and **e neighbors’ bloodhounds, have 
been out on the mox.’s, searching for the murderers. 
But Emmy has quietly returned to the farm, eluding 
even the bloodhounds, and after a pleasant scene with 
the farm’s proprietor is obviously getting ready to 
murder him when the searchers abruptly return and the 
final curtain falls. 

There have been a lot of thrills, but we are like chil- 
dren deprived of the end of a bedtime story. Did Emmy 
really murder the youngest of the Tallents? It is all very 
confusing in those last few minutes. 

Miss Lanchester’s acting is often superb. So is that 
of Miss Goodner. The play reaches its highest dramatic 
moment when the two women are face to face in the 
old farmhouse, alone and late at night, and the house 
wife shows her growing and horrified knowledge of her 
handmaiden. But that final finish! Some good playwright 
should work on it half an hour and make it worthy of 
the rest of the play. ELIZABETH JORDAN 
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FILMS 


THE SEA WOLF. Jack London’s extravagantly robust 
story will always suggest a throwback to the silent 
screen and the super-virile heroes who chewed up the 
celluloid in pursuit of passion, even though this produc- 
tion proves the progress of the films in every depart- 
ment. The essential plot is brutal to the point of being 
immature, and even with the benefit of a tailored ver- 
sion which introduces a breath of romance, Michael 
Curtiz has composed a longshoreman’s epic. Action, that 
primary element of screen entertainment, is stressed at 
the expense of the roughly illuminating characterization 
as a violent captain tyrannizes over the derelict crew of 
a raider which passes for a sealing vessel. When the 
ship collides with a ferry in San Francisco waters, it 
adds a writer and a girl convict to its odd assortment of 
passengers, including a drunken doctor, a fugitive cabin 
boy and an informer cook. The tale ends appropriately 
in madness for the captain and destruction of the ship 
in a sea fight. Edward G. Robinson makes up in energy 
what he lacks in stature in the title role, and Ida Lupino 
is excellent as the unwilling and not too feminine con- 
vict. Alexander Knox, Barry Fitzgerald, John Garfield 
and Gene Lockhart effectively round out a cast which 
hardly stands still long enough to be identified. This is 
exciting adult fare for those whose curiosity outweighs 
their sensibilities. (Warner) 


TOPPER RETURNS. Even the startling novelty of a 
heroine who is an ectoplasmic evocation cannot survive 
two sequels, and the producers of this series have 
shrewdly reverted to an older source of comedy, the 
bewildering detective tale, to supplement the entertain- 
ment value of the lively ghost. No one will bother to 
ponder the morbid side of a murdered girl’s returning to 
take a hand in capturing her killer as long as she brings 
such amusing complications to the case, unsettling Top- 
per and the detective who is attempting to unriddle the 
mystery. Roy Del Ruth has worked for the most part 
with materials which would have bored the late Thorne 
Smith, and the original characters lose much of their 
whimsical individuality in the midst of such antique 
abracadabra as sliding panels and secret passages. How- 
ever, there is a good deal of eccentric humor in the 
worthy efforts of Roland Young, Billie Burke, Donald 
MacBride and Rochester, with Joan Blondell, Carole 
Landis, Dennis O’Keefe and H. B. Warner in support. 
This is good casual diversion for adults. (MGM) 


SCOTLAND YARD. Even bank bandits share in Britain's 
present war effort, according to this diffuse melodrama 
based on that firmest prop of English melodrama, mis- 
taken identity. The film loses impact in its leisurely un- 
folding, and there is too much emphasis on motive and 
mental readjustment, but it is superior in characteriza- 
tion. A bandit whose features have been altered after a 
war injury masquerades as a peer while his genuine 
lordship reposes in a concentration camp. He gives him- 
self up, however, to outwit Nazi agents attempting to get 
control of the titular fortune, and returns to the wars. 
Nancy Kelly, John Loder and Edmund Gwenn animate 
the film beyond its worth. Adults will find it interesting 
apart from its thesis that there are no bad Britons in a 
national crisis. (Twentieth Century-Fox) 


DOUBLE DATE. The younger generation turns the 
tables on its elders in this light comedy directed in 
routine style by Glenn Tryon. A couple crowding middle 
age find their romantic aims opposed by a son and niece, 
and there are enough incidental delays before the young- 
sters practice what they do not preach to simulate a plot. 
Edmund Lowe and Una Merkel are the oldsters in a 
fair family film. (Universal) THomas J. FrrzMorris 
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DISCUSSION of maximum hours and minimum wages 
has filled the labor air in recent years. Efforts to place 
a ceiling above hours and a floor under wages have been 
successful in a number of fields. . . . In one sphere of 
activity, however, the principle of maximum hours has 
never been applied, to wit, the Communion Breakfast. 
In this field, application of the principle is urgently 
needed. . . . Just as in the old days before the advent 
of labor reforms, workers toiled twelve and fourteen 
hours out of the twenty-four in a ceilingless work-world, 
so today speakers at Communion Breakfasts give tongue 
for hours on end with the sky alone providing the limit. 

. In the vanished long-hour industrial era, it was the 
workers who attracted pity. In the Communion Break- 
fast field, it is not the workers (the speakers) but the 
listeners who merit sympathy and commiseration. . . . 
Sidney Smith felt that one of the most trying tragedies 
he could visit on an unfriendly Anglican Bishop would 
be to have the prelate talked to death by a band of wild 
curates. . . . If Communion Breakfasts had flourished 
in the time of Mr. Smith, he no doubt would have smug- 
gled his Anglican superior into one of them, for nowhere 
are helpless and worthy people talked at more unmerci- 
fully or at greater length... . It is not that the speakers 
are blameworthy. They are, rather, victims of their en- 
vironment. . . . The custom has grown up of loading the 
guest table with anywhere from fifteen to twenty ora- 
tors. A chairman is usually selected who is noted for his 
wind. After the chairman has spent a full half-hour in- 
troducing the first speaker, the latter feels he must at 
the very least consume more time than was eaten up 
by the introduction. The other orators, in turn, experi- 
ence the same urge, and thus an all-out verbal tidal 
wave is loosed on the trapped listeners. . . 


The Communion Breakfast is a valuable institution and 
one that should be preserved at all costs. Since the pres- 
ent trend toward verbal inflation may seriously under- 
mine the very institution itself, its friends should take 
immediate steps to avert such a menace. A reform move- 
ment on the order of the maximum-hours law should be 
launched without delay. This decreased the hours grad- 
ually over a period of several years and supporters of 
the Communion Breakfast may well emulate its design. 
. . . As a first step, the Communion Breakfast could 
limit the number of orators just as baseball leagues 
restrict the number of players. All but fifteen speakers 
could be chased away from the guest table in this first 
step. . . . The second step, launched in the following 
year, could establish the principle of maximum hours, 
by placing a fifteen-minute speaking ceiling over the 
chairman and a half-hour ceiling over each orator. By 
this second step, listeners at the breakfast would be able 
to get home for a late supper. . . . The next step, inaugu- 
rated at the beginning of the third year, could shoo 
away from the speakers’ table all but five or six orators, 
and reduce the chairman’s ceiling from fifteen minutes 
to five, each orator’s ceiling from thirty to fifteen min- 
utes. If necessary, guards could be posted to enforce the 
maximum-hours regulation. .. . 


The Communion Breakfast, even under present condi- 
tions, is accomplishing phenomenal good. It holds up in 
the face of an unbelieving pagan world an imposing 
public profession of Faith in Christ. ... The men and 
women attending, fresh from union with their Saviour, 
are aglow with zeal for His cause. Their crusading fer- 
vor must not be doused with cloudbursts of excessive 
verbiage. .. . Fewer speakers, each with a low ceiling, 
spell bigger and better Communion Breakfasts. 
THE PARADER 
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